
“IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS 
AND THE EARTH”  (GENESIS 1:1).

Genre/Subject Matter:
Genesis is a narrative account of the beginning of all things.
Summary:
Genesis tells the story of Creation, the story of man’s disobedience, and begins 
to tell the story of Israel—starting with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
Outline:

Genesis 1-11     Prologue
Genesis 12-23   Abraham
Genesis 24-25   Isaac
Genesis 25-36   Jacob
Genesis 37-50   Joseph

Purpose:
ink of when Genesis was written and by whom. It is no stretch of the 
imagination to think that he is giving Israel the mind of God where the origin 
of all things is concerned in contrast to the stories Abraham’s descendants may 
have heard when they were in Egypt and the stories they would hear in Canaan 
from its inhabitants. It is no stretch to imagine Moses painting a portrayal of 
the true and living God with paganism as a backdrop. He accomplishes this in 
story form.

e Baker Illustrated Bible Handbook:
“Genesis 1-11 is a cosmic story, dealing with all people of the earth. e initial 
blessings of God and the rebellion, sin, and rejection of God by human-kind 
portrayed in Genesis 3-11 are universal and include all people of all nations. As 
the story of salvation begins in Genesis 12, however, the focus is on Abraham 
and his descendants, the people of Israel. But Genesis 12:3 sets the ultimate 
universal agenda: “all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” God is 
going to work through the descendants of Abraham to provide a way of 
salvation for all who will accept it” (p. 41).
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“e characterization of 
God may indeed be said to 
be the central literary 
concern of the Bible, and it 
is pursued from beginning 
to end, for the principal 
character, or actor, or 
protagonist of the Bible is 
God. Not even the most 
seemingly insigni"cant 
action in the Bible can be 
understood apart from the 
emerging characterization 
of the deity. With this great 
protagonist and his designs, 
all other characters and 
events interact, as history 
becomes the great arena for 
God’s characteristic and 
characterizing 
actions” (Roland Frye, e 
Reader’s Bible).
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