
“NOW THEREFORE, IF YOU WILL INDEED OBEY MY 
VOICE AND KEEP MY COVENANT, YOU SHALL BE MY 
TREASURED POSSESSION AMONG ALL PEOPLES, FOR 

ALL THE EARTH IS MINE; AND YOU SHALL BE TO ME A  
KINGDOM OF PRIESTS AND A HOLY NATION” (EXODUS 

19:5, 6).

Genre/Subject Matter:
Exodus is the story of the departure of Abraham’s descendants from Egyptian 
bondage.

Summary:
e book of Exodus narrates three important events in Israel’s history: their 
exodus or departure out of Egypt, the giving of the Law, and the building of 
the  Tabernacle.

Outline:
I. Exodus 1-18, e Exodus
II. Exodus 19-34, e Law of Moses
III. Exodus 35-40, e Tabernacle

Purpose:
“Exodus is about a man, Moses, who sets all against the reality of divine 
sovereignty and measures all in terms of God’s requirements. Exodus is about a 
nation, Israel, moving from slavery in Egypt into freedom…But ultimately 
Exodus is about the God of the covenant who has instituted a new relationship 
between himself and those who he has called to be his people. It is about how 
he introduces himself to them, acts on their behalf and shows them the real 
difference it makes that the LORD is their God, and about the patience he 
shows as he leads them out of their grumbling, even outright rebellion, until he 
comes to dwell in their midst” (John L. MacKay, from Ryken’s Bible Handbook, 
p 46).
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LESSON

Commenting on the 
three events around 
which Exodus is 
written, J. W. 
McGarvey writes, “By 
these events was 
ful#lled the promise to 
Abraham, ‘at nation 
whom they shall serve, 
will I judge; and 
afterward shall they 
come out with great 
substance;’ for the 
ful#llment of the 
various promises to 
Abraham runs like a 
thread through all the 
subsequent history of 
his people” (J. W. 
McGarvey, A Guide to 
Bible Study, p. 20).
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EXODUS
(Rembrandt, “Moses with the Ten Commandments”)


