
“THE LORD BLESS YOU
AND KEEP YOU;

THE LORD MAKE HIS FACE SHINE UPON YOU
AND BE GRACIOUS TO YOU;

THE LORD TURN HIS FACE TOWARD YOU
AND GIVE YOU PEACE (NU. 6:24-26).

Genre/Subject Matter:
Numbers is narrative. It gets its name for the two numberings of Israel, one 
numbering at the beginning of the book and another at the end of the book.

Outline:
Numbers 1-10:10  Preparations for the Journey
Numbers 10:11-30 e Journey in the Wilderness
Numbers 31-36  At the Edge of the Promised Land

Baker Illustrated Bible Handbook:
“Have you ever had a major detour in your life… a time when you just 
couldn’t seem to make progress toward your primary goal? Numbers is a book 
about detours. Israel has to learn the hard way about the most basic reality of 
life. When they trust in God and faithfully obey him, their journey goes well, 
"lled with blessings. But when they rebel against God and refuse to follow him 
they lose their way and wander around aimlessly in the wilderness” (p. 91).
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NUMBERS

A Travel Story
“e speci"c type of story 
Numbers tells is known as the 
travel story—in this case the 
travels of an entire nation. e 
story will fall into place if you 
simply recognize the 
distinctives of a travel story—
journey, change of scene, 
con#ict with the environment 
and surrounding nations, 
con#icts within the traveling 
community, danger, testing, 
encounters including 
encounters with the divine), 
and quest” p. 78, Ryken’s Bible 
Handbook).

Summary:
“e book gives an account of the journeyings and other experiences of Israel, 
during the period of about 38 years, in which they were wandering from Mt. 
Sinai to the eastern bank of the river Jordan, whence they "nally crossed over 
into Canaan” (p. 20, McGarvey, A Guide to Bible Study).


