
“FOR WHAT GREAT NATION IS THERE THAT HAS A 
GOD SO NEAR TO IT AS THE LORD OUR GOD IS TO 

US, WHENEVER WE CALL UPON HIM? AND WHAT 
GREAT NATION IS THERE, THAT HAS STATUTES 

AND RULES SO RIGHTEOUS AS ALL THIS LAW THAT 
I SET BEFORE YOU TODAY?” (DEUT. 4:7, 8).

Genre/Subject Matter:
Deuteronomy is a narrative. It receives its name from its Greek title, which means 
“second law” or “the law again.”

Outline:
Deuteronomy 1-4  A Rehearsal of the Past 40 Years
Deuteronomy 5-26 Love God and Keep His Commandments
Deuteronomy 27-30 Covenant of Blessings and Cursings
Deuteronomy 31-34 e Death of Moses

Ryken’s  Bible Handbook:
“Deuteronomy is a book about a community being prepared for a new life. 
ough the scene is set more three thousand years in the past, Deuteronomy is still 
a book of considerable contemporary relevance. en, as now, the surrounding 
world was experiencing a time of change, of political tension and military 
engagement. But in the midst of world events, a relatively small community was 
being urged by Moses…to commit itself wholeheartedly to the Lord…e book 
provides a paradigm for the kingdom of God in the modern world; it is a time for 
renewing commitment within the New Covenant and turning to the future with a 
view to possessing the promise of God” (p. 88, Peter Craigie).
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DEUTERONOMY

Summary:
Deuteronomy consists of three sermons delivered by Moses to Israel after 40 years 
of wandering in the wilderness. ey are on the brink of entering and possessing 
the Promised Land. ree times in chapter 4 Moses writes: “Only be careful, and 
watch yourselves” (vv. 9, 15, 23). Another exhortation appears at the end of the 
book: “Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the 
Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you” (Deut. 
31:6). ese exhortations sets the tone for the entire book.

J. W. McGarvey:

“When Moses disappeared 
from among them he left 
them with nothing but the 
narrow channel of the 
Jordan between them and 
the land of promise to 
which God had now, after 
dreary centuries, brought 
them in exact ful"llment of 
his word. e teaching of 
that ful"llment constitutes 
the unity of the Pentateuch.
“e time covered by the 
Pentateuch, according to 
the "gures given on its 
pages, is 2,760 years. this is 
nearly twice as much time 
as is covered by all the rest 
of the Bible” (p. 22, A 
Guide to  Bible Study).


