
“…THE LORD SEES NOT AS MAN SEES: MAN LOOKS 
ON THE OUTWARD APPEARANCE, BUT THE LORD 

LOOKS ON THE HEART” (1 SAM. 16:7)

Genre/Subject Matter:
1 & 2 Samuel are narratives that trace the history of Israel through the first 
kings of Israel: Saul and David. This period of time is commonly referred to 
as The United Kingdom. 
Outline:

1 Samuel 1-7	
 End of the Era of the Judges (Samuel)
1 Samuel 8-31 	
 Beginning of the Monarchy (Reign of Saul)
2 Samuel 1-5	
 David Rules Judah Only (from Hebron)
2 Samuel 6-24	
 David Rules All Israel (from Jerusalem)
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Summary:
1 Samuel begins with the last of the Judges and closes with the death of the first king, Saul. Much of 1 & 2 
Samuel chronicle the career of David. J. W. McGarvey observes, “…this book, from the point at which it finds 
David on the throne, is divided into two very distinct parts, which may be styled, “The Prosperous Part of 
David’s Reign (chapters v-x), and David’s Adversity (chapters xii-xxiv). The two parts are separated by the 
great sin which ha been associated with David’s name from the day it was exposed until now” (A Guide to 
Bible Study, p. 27).

1 & 2 SAMUEL

Ryken’s Bible Handbook:
“Saul is the one great tragic hero of the Bible: not only physically taller than any of his subjects, he is an able 
ruler and by his standards a f air-minded one. But he seems to do nothing right…Saul becomes a doomed 
man…with intermittent fits of melancholy and of frantic but futile efforts to rid himself of the threat from 
David. In the  Witch of Endor scene he finally turns to the occult powers that he himself had forbidden 
consultation with, and disaster and death follow. The terrible and inevitable degeneration will remind the 
modern reader that Shakespeare must have studied the account of Saul with considerable care before writing 
Macbeth” (p. 128, Northrrop Frye, The Great Code: The Bible and Literature).


