
Genre/Subject Matter:
Obadiah is the fourth book to appear among the Minor Prophets. Unlike 
many of the prophetic books, he does not identify his time with the reign of 
any of the kings of Judah or Israel, but his letter is fairly well duplicated in 
Jeremiah 49:7-22. !e judgment of God is against the pride of the Edomites.
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ESV Study Bible:
Obadiah wrote this shortest book of the Old Testament probably soon after 
586 B.C. when the armies of Babylon destroyed Jerusalem. During this 
conquest, the people of Edom helped capture "eeing Israelites and turn them 
over to the Babylonians. !ey even took up residence in some Judean villages. 
!is angered the Lord, for the Edomites, as descendants of  Esau, were related 
to the Israelites (Gen. 25:21-26, 30) and therefore should have helped them. 
Obadiah prophesied that Edom would be repaid for mistreating God’s people.  
Within a hundred years, Edom was in ruins. Obadiah also asserted that God is 
sovereign over the nations and that the house of Jacob would be restored 
because of  God’s covenant love for his people.

“Though you soar aloft like the eagle,
though your nest is set among the stars,

from there I will bring you down,
declares the LORD”

Obadiah 4

Homer Hailey
!e title of Homer Hailey’s 
book, !e Edomites: Symbol of 
the World, sums up the image 
painted of the Edomites in 
the Bible. In the Foreward, F. 
LaGard Smith writes, “What 
he (Hailey) had discovered 
was a biblical motif in stark 
black and white, contrasting 
an evil and disobedient world
—represented by Esau and 
the Edomites—with the 
holiness and righteousness of 
the Kingdom of God.
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