
Genre/Subject Matter:
Jonah weighs in as the !fth minor prophet. Unlike the other prophetic books, 
Jonah’s primary focus is on the prophet. It is a satire. It begins with the prophet 
being commissioned by God to go to Nineveh and to “call out against it, for 
their evil has come up before me” (1:2). Everyone repents (3:4, 5), but Jonah.
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LESSON

“But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the 
presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa and 
found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fair 
and went on board, to go with them to Tarshish, 

away from the presence of the LORD.”

Jonah 1:3

Ryken’s Bible Handbook (p. 375):
“Satire is the exposure of human 
vice or folly. It is often 
accompanied by humor or 
sarcasm, but these are not 
necessary ingredients of satire. 
!ree ingredients require attention 
in a piece of writing that is satiric:
• Satire has one or more objects 

of attack. …You need to 
identify the object(s) of 
attack.

• !e attack is embodied in an 
identi"able literary form, such 
as story… metaphor, and 
direct denunciation… You 
need to interact with the form 
in which it is found.

• !ere is a stated or implied 
satiric norm—the standard by 
which the criticism is being 
conducted. No analysis of a 
satiric passage is complete 
until you have identi"ed the 
satiric norm.

JONAH

Outline:
 Jonah 1 Running away from God ( Jonah’s disobedience)
 Jonah 2 Running to God ( Jonah’s Prayer)
 Jonah 3 Running with God ( Jonah in Nineveh)
 Jonah 4  Running ahead of God ( Jonah’s Complaint)

Con!ict:
It has been suggested that the quickest way to the heart of a story is to identify 
the con"ict(s) of the story as soon as possible. In the story recorded in Jonah, 
we !nd God in con"ict with Ninevah. We !nd Jonah in con"ict with God; the 
weather; the great !sh; Nineveh; with himself; the gourd; the worm; and the 
elements—all contained within a four-chapter book.

Michelangelo’s Jonah


