
Genre/Subject Matter:
Malachi was contemporary with Haggai and Zechariah. !ey were prophets of 
restoration. !e book of Malachi asks eight questions. An assertion is made. 
For example, YHWH says, “I have loved you.” Israel questions the love of 
God, “ Wherein have you loved us?” And God answers their question. Ten 
times you will "nd the expression, “yet you say…” (1:2, 6, 7, 12, 13; 2:14, 17; 
3:7, 8, 17).
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“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the 
arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming 
shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave 
them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear my name, the 
sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go 
out leaping like calves from the stall”

Malachi 4:1, 2

What was going on in the world?
Siddharta Gautama (Buddah) has already made his debut (560-480 BC). !e 
Peloponnesian War is being fought between Athens and Sparta (431-404 BC). 
Socrates was exploring the limits of knowledge and reason with questions, and 
was soon to be put to death on the grounds of corrupting the youth (470-399 
BC). Plato will continue his work (427-347 BC

MALACHI

Outline of Malachi:
 1:1-5  “Wherein have you loved us?”
 1:6, 7  “Wherein have we despised your name?”
 1:7-2:9  “Wherein have we polluted you?”
 2:10-16 “Wherein have we profaned the covenant?”
 2:17-3:6 “Wherein have we wearied Him?”
 3:7-12  “Wherein shall we return? and “Wherein have we robbed you?”
 3:13-4:6 “Wherein have we spoken against you?”

Reading the book of 
Malachi feels rather like 
eavesdropping on the end of 
a long family quarrel. In this 
last book of Prophets, God 
speaks to Israel through 
Malachi in the voice...of the 
father who, after so many 
estrangements and 
reconciliations, has "nally 
had enough...It is almost as if 
the Lord of Hosts has grown 
impatient, grown tired of His 
children’s repeated 
failure...Unique among the 
prophetic books, Malachi 
advances its argument almost 
entirely through dialectic. 
God makes a pronounce-
ment, then asks a question. 
But the question is Israel’s 
question, God’s ironic 
mimicry of Israel’s question.”
Francine Prose in Ryken’s 
Bible Handbook, p. 408).


