
Genre/Subject Matter:
!e Gospel according to Matthew is written in the ancient form of a 
biography. Matthew centers his account of Jesus’ life around what he “taught” 
and what he “wrought.” Some have argued that the 5 main blocks of teaching 
are, by design, intended to mimic the "ve books of the Law in the Old 
Testament (Genesis through Deuteronomy).

“Probably from the "rst century to the twentieth, students have memorized the 
outline of Matthew by counting off the "ve discourses on the "ngers of one 
hand... Between each o the following discourses, Matthew incorporated stories 
of Jesus’ life...: (1) How are citizens of the kingdom to live (5-7)?:... (2) How 
are traveling preachers-disciples to conduct themselves on their evangelistic 
journeys [10]?... (3) What were those parables Jesus told [13]?... [4] How shall 
Christians conduct themselves toward each other and as they face persecution 
[18-20]?...[5] How will it all end [24-25]?... Note how Matthew even marks 
each of these discourses with the phrase “WhenJesus had "nished these 
sayings” (Matthew 7:28; 11:1; 13:53; 19:1, and 26:1). Sir William Ramsey, 
from !e Layman’s Guide to the New Testament.)

37
LESSON

“Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ “

Matthew 16:16

Main !eme of All 
Four Gospel 
Accounts:
N.T. Wright, in his book 
How God Became King, 
writes, “!e story Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John tell is 
the story of how God became 
king—in and through Jesus 
both in his public career and in 
his death.”
O.
Passion Stories:
!e events surrounding the 
trial, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus form the climax of 
all four Gospels.
Matthew, 29%
Mark,  38%
Luke 25%
John 38%
(Words of Life, Leland 
Ryken, p. 40).

MATTHEW

Outline of Matthew:
 Matthew 1-7  Birth and Ministry/Discourse, Sermon on the Mount
 Matthew 8-10  Miracles/Discourse on Discipleship
 Matthew 11-13 Con$ict Stories/Discourse, Parables
 Matthew 14-18 Narrative/Discourse on humility and forgiveness
 Matthew 19-25 Narrative/Discourse, Renunciation of Scribes and Pharisees
 Matthew 26-28 Narrative, Trial, Cruci"xion, and Resurrection of Jesus


