
Genre/Subject Matter:
Mark, like the other three accounts of the life of Jesus, is a ancient biography. Mark 
takes us through the public ministry of Jesus by means of a series of snap shots… 
snap, snap, snap—brief snap shots of Jesus’ life in action. And, like the other three, 
he slows the storytelling pace down to detail the last week of our Savior’s life. 
Typically, all four account of Jesus’ life are referred to as Gospel accounts—gospel 
meaning “good news.” What is the good news? Jesus is Lord and Christ!
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“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.”

Mark 10:45

Main !eme of All 
Four Gospel 
Accounts:
N.T. Wright, in his book 
How God Became King, 
writes, “!e story Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John tell is 
the story of how God became 
king—in and through Jesus 
both in his public career and in 
his death.”
O.
Passion Stories:
!e events surrounding the 
trial, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus form the climax of 
all four Gospels.
Matthew, 29%
Mark,  38%
Luke 25%
John 38%
(Words of Life, Leland 
Ryken, p. 40).

MARK

Outline of Mark:
 Mark 1-10  Jesus’ teachings and works
 Mark 11-16 !e last week of Jesus’ life, ending with his death and resurrection

Dictionary of Biblical Imagery:
“!e "rst eight chapters of Mark’s story of Jesus move to the tempo of a verbal 
metronome: “immediately [euthys, 42 times in Mk] he was in the synagogue” (Mk 
1:23); “again [palin, 28 times in Mk] he entered the synagogue” (Mk 3:1); 
“immediately he began [archō, 27 times in Mk]” (Mk 4:1). Jesus is a man of action, 
and where he is things happen. Not until the "rst passion prediction of Mark 8:27–
30 does the tempo slow down. Finally, as Jesus enters Jerusalem and the passion 
narrative begins, time is measured more closely than ever-down to the momentous 
hours of his cruci"xion.”


