
Genre/Subject Matter:
Luke is the consummate historian. “Luke wishes to be taken seriously as a 
historian” (I. Howard Marshall). “Luke is a historian of the !rst rank; not merely 
are his statements of fact trustworthy; he is possessed of the true historic sense; he 
seizes the important and critical events and shows their true nature at greater 
length, while he touches lightly or omits entirely much that was valueless for his 
purpose. In short, this author should be placed along wit the very greatest of 
historians” (Sir William Ramsey). Read Luke 1:1-4 for the prologue and purpose 
of the book.)
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“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring 
Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives 
will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be 
set free, and that the time of the Lord’s favor has come.”

Luke 4:18-19; Isaiah 61:1-2)

Luke and Acts:
Luke is Part 1 of a two part 
work, Part 2 being the Book 
of Acts. Robert Tannehill 
sees the two books as one 
narrative in the structure of 
a tragedy. Luke tells us about 
Israel and her tragic mistake 
in rejecting Jesus, the 
Messiah. "eir rejection of 
Jesus casts their nation into 
a catastrophe that ultimately 
ends with God’s judgment 
against them and the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 
70 AD. 
   “"e encounter between 
Jesus and his witnesses, on 
the one hand, and the 
people of Israel and its 
representatives, on the other, 
becomes a major plot 

LUKE

Outline of Luke:
 Luke 1:1-4  Prologue
 Luke 1:5-3:38  Ful!llment of Old Testament Expectations
 Luke 4:1-9:50  Preaching in Judaea and Galilee; Gathering of Disciples
 Luke 9:51-13:35 Journey to Jerusalem and Nature of Discipleship
 Luke 14-19  Journey to Jerusalem Complete; Preparation for Passover
 Luke 20-24  Death and Resurrection
Distinctive Material in Luke:
"e “humanitarian Luke” (his compassion for women and the marginalized 
members of society and his criticism of the affluent) is partly illustrated by material 
that we !nd only in his Gospel: for example, the song of Mary (1:46-550; the 
announcement of Jesus’ birth !rst to shepherds (2:8-20); the poor in Nazareth who 
are among the !rst ot hear the Good News (4:16-21); the sinful woman who 
anoints Jesus’ feet (7:36-50); parables of the Good Samaritan (10:30-37), the rich 
fool (12:16-21), the banquet for outcasts (14:12-14), the Prodigal Son (15:11-322), 
and the rich man and Lazarus (16:19-31); the conversion of the outcast Zacchaeus 
(19:1-10)” (from Ryken’s Bible Handbook, p. 448).

development within Luke-
Acts, stretching from the 
beginning to the end of the 
two-volume work and 
contributing greatly to its 
unity. "erefore, it is 
important that we 
understand this development 
clearly.
   “"e episodes in Luke-
Acts are part of a unitary 
story because they are related 
to a unifying purpose, the 
boulh tou qeou, to which 
the writing refers with some 
frequency (Luke 7:30, Acts 
2:23, 4:28, 5:38-39, 13:36, 
20:27).… In relation to this 
purpose individual incidents 
take on meaning: they 
represent particular steps in 
the realization of this 
purpose or portray human 
resistance to this 
purpose”  ( JBL 104/1 (1985) 
69-85).


