
Genre/Subject Matter: 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called “synoptic” because they can be laid side by side 
and read in somewhat parallel form. They can be “seen together” which is what 
“synoptic” means. John stands alone in this respect, while at the same time 
providing us with yet a 4th vantage point of Jesus’ life and ministry while on earth. 
John’s theme statement can be read in John 20:31-32. The burden of the book is to 
create belief in the reader.
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“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 
which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name.” !

John 20:30-31

JOHN

Outline of John: 
 John 1:1-18  Prologue 
 John 1-4   The Beginning of Jesus’ Public Ministry 
 John 5-12   Mixed Reaction to Jesus’ Teaching and Miracles 
 John 13-17  Instructions to His Disciples about Servanthood 
 John 18-21  Jesus’ Death, Burial, Resurrection, and Appearances

The Form of the Book: 
“Like the other Gospels, the book of John narrates a story… The overall story 

traces the life of Jesus during the years of his public ministry. In effect, we become 
Jesus’ traveling companions during the era of his life when he was an itinerant 
teacher and miracle worker and then came to the end of his earthly life as a martyr. 

“Within this master plot we find an assortment of individual stories. Encounter 
stories and conflict stories are the dominant subtypes. Forces of hostility become 
increasingly intense as the story unfolds until Jesus is finally forced to avoid the 
crowd scenes that dominate the middle of John’s Gospel and instead moves about 
with his inner circle of followers.”(from Ryken’s Bible Handbook, p. 462).

Seven Great Signs: 
• turning water into 

wine (2:1-11) 
• healing the official’s 

son (4:46-54) 
• healing the lame man 

(5:1-15) 
• feeding the five 

thousand (6:1-15) 
• walking on water 

(6:16-21) 
• healing the blind man 

(9:1-7) 
• raising Lazarus from 

the dead (11:1-44)—
the climactic sign 


