
Genre/Subject Matter: 
The book of Acts is a narrative. Some Bibles title it, The Acts of the Apostles, and 
others, The Acts of the Holy Spirit. If you trace the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
various people, you will discover God’s approval of everyone who believes on His 
Son. Peter, at the Gentile household of Cornelius said, “Truly I understand that 
God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what 
is right is acceptable to him” (Acts 10:34). Scattered throughout the book the 
reader will find brief summaries that seem to create natural breaks in the book—see 
Acts 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20. Seen in the light of these summaries, the book 
can be read as a repeating series of “conflict” and “triumph.” It can also be broken 
down geographically (1:8).

41 
LESSON

“…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8

ACTS

Outline of Acts: 
 Acts 1:1-8   Prologue 
 Acts 1:9-8:3  The Word Preached in Jerusalem 
 Acts 8:4-11:18  The Word Preached in Judea and Samaria 
 Acts 11:19-28:31 The Word Preached to the Ends of the Earth

The Form of the Book: 
Acts forms the second part of the Luke/Acts story—a tragic story of Israel’s 
rejection of Jesus. Robert Tannehill writes, “The encounter between Jesus and his 
witnesses, on the one hand, and the people of Israel and its representatives, on the 
other, becomes a major plot development within Luke-Acts, stretching from the 
beginning to the end of the two-volume work and contributing greatly to its unity. 
Therefore, it is important that we understand this development clearly” ( JBL 104/1 
(1985), 69-85).

Speeches: 
“Speeches are a major 
ingredient of Acts. The 
book records thirty-two 
speeches, and these, along 
with their context, account 
for approximately one-
fourth of the book. The 
speeches as we have them 
are often too short to be 
complete speeches and 
should be thought of as 
summaries of the actual 
speeches.” (See Acts 2:40, 
“And with many other 
words…”) (Ryken’s Bible 
Handbook, p. 483) !
Conversions: 
There are also a number of 
“conversion” narratives 
scattered throughout: 
Acts 2, Pentecost 
Acts 8, Samaritans 
Acts 9, Paul (Saul) 
Acts 10, Cornelius 
Acts 16, Philippian Jailor 
Acts 19, The Ephesians 
Don’t miss Paul’s retelling 
of his conversion in Acts 
26.


