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1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11

1Th. 4:13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow 
as others who have no hope.  14 For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with 
Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

1Th. 4:15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the 
Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.  16 
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.  18 
Therefore comfort one another with these words.  1 But 
concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have 

no need that I should 
write to you.  2 For you 
yourselves know 
perfectly that the day of 
the Lord so comes as a 
thief in the night.  3 For 
when they say, “Peace 
and safety!” then sudden 
destruction comes upon 
them, as labor pains 
upon a pregnant woman. 
And they shall not 
escape.  4 But you, 
brethren, are not in 
darkness, so that this 
Day should overtake you 
as a thief.  5 You are all 
sons of light and sons of 
the day. We are not of 
the night nor of 
darkness.  6 Therefore 
let us not sleep, as 
others do, but let us 
watch and be sober.  7 
For those who sleep, 
sleep at night, and those 
who get drunk are drunk 

at night.  8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting 
on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the 
hope of salvation.  9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, 
but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  10 
who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we 
should live together with Him. 

1Th. 5:11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one 
another, just as you also are doing. 

1 Corinthians 15:12-28

1 Cor. 15:12 Now if Christ is preached that He has been 
raised from the dead, how do some among you say that 
there is no resurrection of the dead?  13 But if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen.  14 And 
if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and 
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your faith is also empty.  15 Yes, and we are found false 
witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that 
He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in fact 
the dead do not rise.  16 For if the dead do not rise, then 
Christ is not risen.  17 And if Christ is not risen, your 
faith is futile; you are still in your sins!  18 Then also those 
who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  19 If in 
this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men 
the most pitiable. 

1 Cor. 15:20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and 
has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.  21 For since by man came death, by Man also 
came the resurrection of the dead.  22 For as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.  23 But each 
one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward 
those who are Christ’s at His coming.  24 Then comes the 
end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, 
when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and 
power.  25 For He must reign till He has put all enemies 
under His feet.  26 The last enemy that will be destroyed 

is death.  27 For “He has put all things under His feet.” 
But when He says “all things are put under Him,” it is 
evident that He who put all things under Him is 
excepted.  28 Now when all things are made subject to 
Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him 
who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all. 

Questions:
1. How will the return of Jesus Christ be announced?
2. Who will be raised first? who next?
3. When will Jesus return?
4.Is the return of Jesus something we should fear or 

anticipate with joy?
5. How would belief that Jesus was not raised from the 

dead affect what we hope for?
6.What will Jesus accomplish in His return? (1 Cor. 

15:24ff)

The Return of  the King, 

PAGE 99THE STORY OF THE BIBLE


