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Love Your Neighbor 
By:  Jim Lloyd 

 

Two Commandments 

 Jesus said the entire Law of Moses and all that was preached by the Prophets could be 

reduced to 2 broader commandments, to love God and to love one’s neighbor (Matthew 22:40).  

To be specific, He said, “On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

While the first 4 commandments are clearly God-focused, the next 6 are directed toward 

how an Israelite should treat others.  Some of the commands explicitly include the phrase 

“against your neighbor,” thus revealing God’s intent to create a “neighborly” society.  With so 

many laws relating to the treatment of one’s neighbor, it was important to the lawyer in Luke 

10:25-37 to ask, “And who is my neighbor?”  Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan is His 

answer, ending with the instruction, “Go and do likewise.” 

God begins with the closest of neighbors – your father and your mother. 
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Honor Your Father and Your Mother 

It is intriguing to me that this has made its way into the “top 10” of commandments.  If 

you were to walk into a District Court here in the United States and ask a Judge to give you his 

top 10 offenses, I doubt you would hear “failing to honor one’s father and mother.”  You would 

hear about murder, rape, robbery, domestic violence, assault, and the like, but I don’t think the 

current penal code includes a violation of this Old Testament command as a crime.  Yet, God 

places this high on His list of essentials when it comes to creating a godly and holy nation.  

Perhaps it is because God places a great obligation on the shoulders of the parents to teach these 

statutes to their children (Deuteronomy 6:7), and the success of a child learning them depends 

largely on the presence of respect for the parents?  Perhaps it is because God sees the home as a 

microcosm of society and He is seeking to establish order in the home?  God’s reason(s) for 

including this command here is worth thinking about. 

The word “honor” is a strong word; it is certainly stronger than “obey.”  A child can obey 

their parent without honoring them.  I can ask my son to take out the trash, and he may obey my 

request without delay, but hate every minute of the completion of that task.  Remember, Jesus 

spoke of a son who said he would obey his father, but in the end he did not follow through, thus 

it was only the appearance of honor and respect (Matthew 21:28-32).  Leviticus 19:3 says, 

“Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father” (NKJV).  To honor and revere takes us 

beyond the physical act of obeying and gets to motive and attitude.  The heart must be set on 

having a desire to please.  God is requiring that children, no matter what the age, always behave 

in a way that would show honor and reverence to parents. 

Deuteronomy 21:18-21 talks about a rebellious son who will not obey his parents.  This 

son has been disciplined, but still will not change.  He is described as “stubborn and rebellions” 

and as a “glutton and a drunkard.”  The instruction given here is to turn such a son over to the 

elders of the city for stoning.  Moses then says, “so you shall put away the evil from among you, 

and all Israel shall hear and fear.”  Exodus 21:15-17 says that a child who strikes or curses their 

parents should also be put to death.  One might ask, “Does the punishment fit the crime here?”  

Yet, because God is just, we know the punishment is just.  This sounds harsh to a society who is 

still counting to 10 when a child is being disobedient, but we have to remember God is not 

looking to establish a prison system to hold Israel’s most wicked.  Instead, we see that capital 

punishment awaits those who are so wicked and rebellious that they will not even respect the 

parents that love and provide for them. 

Take some time to read the book of Proverbs and take note of the constant instruction to 

honor one’s parents by listening to them.  Here is a great example: 

“Listen to your father who begot you, and do not despise your mother when she is old.  

Buy the truth, and do not sell it, also wisdom and instruction and understanding.  The 

father of the righteous will greatly rejoice, and he who begets a wise child will delight in 

him.  Let your father and your mother be glad, and let her who bore you rejoice” (23:22-

25). 
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  Paul reminds us in Ephesians 6:1-4 that this is the “first commandment with promise.”  

If you go back to the original command in Exodus 20:12 God promises a long life for those who 

obey.  However, Paul’s quote appears to come from Deuteronomy 5:16, which is a record of 

Moses reviewing the Law with Israel, wherein he says, “that it may be well with you and you 

may live long on the earth.”  Obeying God’s command to honor your father and mother not only 

pleases God, but it is just makes sense.  Only a fool would despise wisdom and instruction from 

those who have greater perspective and experience (Proverbs 1:7). 

 

 

 A text worth studying here is Mark 7:8-13 where Jesus condemns His generation for 

“laying aside the commandment of God” to hold onto the “tradition of men.”  Jesus then gives a 

specific example as He recites the command to honor one’s father and mother.  He says they 

were guilty of violating this commandment because they were taking money that should have 

been used to care for their parents, and labeled it “Corban” (meaning, a gift to God) to avoid 

such an obligation.  These people were in essence saying, “I would love to take care of you Mom 

and Dad, but I can’t because I need to give a gift to God.”  In other words, they were using God 

as their excuse for not obeying God’s own command to honor father and mother.  They had 

robbed God’s Word of its power to produce a loving and godly home when they embraced 

tradition and set aside God’s command to love the closest of neighbors - one’s parents. 
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You Shall Not Murder 

 The modern translations of the Bible get it right by translating this “murder,” rather than 

“kill.”  If all killing were unlawful, God would be contradicting Himself by assigning the death 

penalty to violators of the previous commands.  The question is then, what is justified killing?  

All unjustified killing is murder, therefore intent matters.  Murder is a violation of God’s will for 

at least 2 reasons.  First, the guilty has taken the life of a human being that has been created in 

the image of God and given life for the purpose of glorifying God.  The murder has just taken the 

liberty of putting an end to a life God created.  Second, murder is a violation of God’s will 

because of the condition of the heart of the murderer.  1 John 3:15 says, “Whoever hates his 

brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.”  Yet this is 

not a Christian teaching since Jesus said the same thing to the Jews living under the Law of 

Moses in His day (Matthew 5:21-22). 

 “You shall not hate your brother in your heart.  You shall surely rebuke your neighbor, 

and not bear sin because of him.  You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge 

against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself:  I am 

the Lord” (Leviticus 19:17-18). 

 

 

 

 Numbers 35 is a key text for obtaining a better understanding of God’s legal system in 

this regard.  Here are the highlights: 
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1. Cities of Refuge – Verse 11 tells us these cities were designated for “the manslayer who 

kills any person accidentally” to find refuge.  Verse 12 then introduces us to a key player 

known as the “avenger.”  This is the person who would be seeking revenge for the one 

killed.  Note, there is a difference between seeking justice and seeking revenge.  In God’s 

system, the cities of refuge would be the place a “manslayer” could find safety and await 

a trial. 

2. Verses 16-18 provide examples of “murder.”  If a man strikes another man with a weapon 

of any kind he is guilty, and the penalty is death.  Verse 19 directs the “avenger” to be the 

one to carry out the execution.  Verses 22-24 provides examples of what might quality as 

an accident.  This judgement will be left to an appointed congregation of judges in the 

city of refuge.   

3. Verse 25 provides an interest note.  If they find the “manslayer” to be innocent, the 

“manslayer” must remain in the city of refuge “until the death of the high priest.”  If the 

“manslayer” decides to leave the city before that time, the avenger can lawfully seek him 

out and put him to death.   

4. Verse 30 provides another important rule in God’s system of justice.  One witness is not 

enough.  

 Deuteronomy 17:6 – “Whoever is deserving of death shall be put to death on the 

testimony of two or three witnesses; he shall not be put to death on the testimony 

of one witness.  The hands of the witnesses shall be the first against him to put 

him to death, and afterward the hands of all the people.  So you shall put away the 

evil from among you.” 

Jesus was left alone standing with the woman who had been caught in adultery.  The 

accusers had scattered leaving Jesus with only one option under the Law of Moses.  He 

said, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more” (John 8:9-11). 

5. Verse 31 warns against favoritism wherein a person might be offered a sum of money 

(ransom) to let the murderer (or manslayer who decided to leave the city) go free.  See 

also Leviticus 19:15-18, which warns against the temptation to be partial.  Judgement 

against a neighbor must be righteous and impartial.  This text warns against lying and 

“taking a stand against the life of your neighbor.”  Exodus 23:6-8 warns against taking 

bribes. 

Dig Deeper - Joshua 20:6 repeats this unique statute of limitations.  What is the 

connection between the death of the high priest and the release of the manslayer?  

If the death was accidental and unintentional, why would the manslayer have to 

serve time at all?  The answer lies in the great value God places on human life.  

Even in accidental deaths, a life was lost, and that is no insignificant thing in God’s 

eyes.  The manslayer would therefore serve his time.  Some scholars believe that 

the death of the high priest is what would atone for this kind of crime.  If that is the 

case, it is human blood that is providing atonement.  I know another High Priest 

that would die to provide atonement.  – Hebrews 2:17 
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6. Verse 34 provides a very important insight into why justice must not be tainted.  “I the 

Lord dwell among the children of Israel.”  God is just and He cannot remain in 

fellowship with a people who pervert justice. 

 One last note with regard to intent.  We have in our modern day criminal justice system a 

criminal act known as “manslaughter,” which is very similar to the term “manslayer,” but with a 

distinction.  Our term “manslaughter” may be used to describe someone who kills another in 

self-defense, or in an accident, but it does not presume innocence.  If I were to hit a golf ball and 

accidentally hit another player in the head, ultimately causing death, a court of law would 

recognize this as unintentional and innocent in nature.  In another scenario, we have the common 

drunk driving accident where an innocent party dies.  The drunk driver did not intend to kill 

another person, but they committed the crime of drunk driving, and that crime lead to the death 

of an innocent person.  The court will not render the same judgement on the drunk that they 

rendered on the golfer, even though both parties had no intent in killing another person.  In the 

same way, Exodus 21:22-25 provides God’s view on accidental deaths where the “manslayer” 

did not intend to kill, but is still guilty. 

 “If men fight, and hurt a woman with child, so that she gives birth prematurely, yet no 

harm follows, he shall surely be punished accordingly as the woman’s husband imposes 

on him; and he shall pay as the judges determine.  But it any harm follows, then you shall 

give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, 

wound for wound, stripe for stripe.” 

 

 

 Finally, Deuteronomy 21:1-9 is a very interesting text, and worth considering here.  God 

addresses what to do when there is an unsolved murder.  In these instances Israel was required to 

sacrifice a calf, and pray for God to not hold the entire nation accountable for one man’s sin. 
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You Shall Not Commit Adultery 

 Why not use the word fornication?  Fornication is a broader term, encompassing all 

sexual immorality, but the use of the word “adultery” takes us back to the fact that God is 

emphasizing the proper treatment of one’s neighbor in these last commandments.  Leviticus 

20:10 restates the law using the word “neighbor.” 

 “The man who commits adultery with another man’s wife, he who commits adultery with 

his neighbor’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress, shall surely be put to death.” 

 There are two texts that detail God’s standards for sexual morality, the first is Leviticus 

18.  God introduces the matter by telling them He does not want them to behave like the 

Egyptians, whose land they had just left, nor does He want them to behave like those who are 

living in the land they are about to overtake.  The implication appears to be that they had just 

exited a culture of sexual permissiveness, and were on their way to another free-for-all society.  

This sinful behavior is at the heart of why God was coming in judgement against the Canaanites. 

 Verses 24-25 - “Do not defile yourselves with any of these things; for by all these the 

nations are defiled, which I am casting out before you.  For the land is defiled; therefore I 

visit the punishment of its iniquity upon it, and the land vomits out its inhabitants.” 

 What exactly are the behaviors to be avoided?  Before God makes the above statement, 

He condemns the following: 

 “Uncovering the nakedness” of “anyone who is near of kin.”  These relatives are 

specifically defined in verses 6-18.  “It is wickedness” (verse 17). 

 Verse 20 condemns adultery:  “You shall not lie carnally with your neighbor’s 

wife, to defile yourself with her.” 

 Verse 22 condemns homosexuality:  “You shall not lie with a male as with a 

woman.  It is an abomination.” 

 Verse 23 condemns beastiality:  “Nor shall you mate with any animal, to defile 

yourself with it.  Nor shall any woman stand before an animal to mate with it.  It 

is perversion.” 

 Deuteronomy 22:13-30 provides a list of penalties: 

 Verses 20-21 prescribe stoning for a young woman who is found not be a virgin. 

 Verse 22 instructs Israel to put to death both parties caught in the act of adultery. 

 Verse 23 requires both parties be stoned in the case of a woman who is engaged to 

another. 

 Verse 25 prescribes the death penalty for the rapist. 

 Note also that sexual immorality will also have negative consequences on a child born 

out of such an unauthorized union.  Deuteronomy 23:2 says, “One of illegitimate birth shall not 

enter the assembly of the Lord; even to the tenth generation none of his descendants shall enter 

the assembly of the Lord.” 
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You Shall Not Steal 

 Leviticus 19:11-13 says, “You shall not steal, nor deal falsely…..You shall not cheat your 

neighbor, nor rob him.  The wages of him who is hired shall not remain with you all night 

until morning.” 

 Leviticus 19:35-36 says, “You shall do no injustice in judgment, in measurement of 

length, weight, or volume.  You shall have honest scales, honest weights, an honest 

ephah, and an honest hin:  I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt.” 

 In God’s eyes, a violation of this command goes beyond the picture of a robber taking 

money from someone’s wallet or a watch off their wrist.  Stealing is taking something that isn’t 

yours, and it also includes keeping something you shouldn’t be keeping.  Using false 

measurements in the market place might have been the way they did business in Egypt, but it 

would not be tolerated in God’s holy society.   

 Deuteronomy 19:14 says, “You shall not remove your neighbor’s landmark, which the 

men of old have set.”  There are a number of ways to be guilty of stealing.  God’s desire for His 

people is for them to seek out ways to show love for their neighbor.  To busy one’s mind with 

thinking of ways to take advantage of your neighbor and defraud him for selfish profit is sinful.  

Deuteronomy 22:1-4 shows us God’s will for the Israelites to look out for each other.  He says 

you should not look the other way if you see your neighbor’s animal running away, instead you 

should take it into your holdings and restore it as soon as you can.  Verse 3 says, “any lost thing 

of your brother’s, which he has lost and you have found,” should be restored.  In other words, 

you can’t just look the other way and say to yourself, “I didn’t steal the animals, they wandered 

onto my property and joined my flock.”  Keeping something you know is not yours was a 

violation of the law. 

 God also charged Israel with robbery in Malachi 3:8 for failing to give God the tithes and 

offerings He required.  Thus, poor stewardship of what God has given His people is “robbery” in 

His sight. 

 Leviticus 6:1-7 gives us the penalty for theft.  This text also provides more examples of 

what God considers to be in the category of stealing.  The general penalty is to “restore its full 

value, and to add one-fifth more to it.”  In addition to this, a “trespass offering” had to be 

sacrificed in order to receive forgiveness.  Notice, there is no death penalty for the thief, but the 

wages of sin is still death and something is being sacrificed for sin’s atonement.  This is the 

general rule, a good starting place, but there are other kinds of theft that would require more than 

a 20% penalty fee.  Exodus 22:1-4 provides an example that would require the guilty to repay 5 

times the original value. 

 There is however one kind of stealing that would require the death penalty for the thief.  

Exodus 21:16 says, “He who kidnaps a man and sells him, or if he is found in his hand, shall 

surely be put to death.” 
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You Shall Not Bear False Witness 

 

 

 In a U.S. court of law the witnesses are placed under oath to “tell the truth, the whole 

truth, and nothing but the truth.”  That means it’s not enough to make all true statements, but to 

withhold your complete knowledge of the truth.  To withhold the entire story is a failure to be 

honest.  One needs to speak the truth, speak the entire truth, and not add any falsehood to the 

truth.  Leviticus 5:1 tells us that God considered it sinful to remain silent when you knew 

pertinent information. 

 The penalty for being a false witness, if found out, is for the guilty to receive the same 

penalty that they tried to have done to the innocent.  God then says that Israel should not have 

pity on this false witness, but that “life shall be for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 

hand, and foot for foot (Deuteronomy 19:15-21).  It was also sinful to “circulate a false report” 

(Exodus 23:1). 

 Much could be said about lying from Old Testament inspiration.  God hates a lying 

tongue and a false witness (Proverbs 6:16-19).  “A false witness will not go unpunished, and he 

who speaks lies shall perish” (Proverbs 19:5, 9).  As stated previously, Israel was to be God’s 

holy nation, a people who were to promote justice, mercy, and faith.  Should an Israelite choose 

to abandon God’s mission for Israel by seeking to pervert justice, their penalty was to be without 

pity. 
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You Shall Not Covet 

 This is a most interesting law.  How would you prove someone to be guilty of violating 

it?  I might know that my neighbor covets my car when he steals it, but that would be violating 

the law against stealing.  Covetousness is a condition of the heart and the guilty may only be 

known by God.  One thing is certain, God is not merely giving Israel a list of rules.  He is giving 

them these laws to cultivate inner righteousness and faithfulness.  This law against covetousness 

gets right to the heart and lets Israel know that He considers sin to have taken place long before 

the act of murder, adultery, stealing, or lying.  Many times, these actions are driven by the selfish 

desire to have more.  Covetousness specifically wants what another person has.  It isn’t the desire 

to be equal.  It is the desire to take away what another person has. 

 The emphasis in Exodus 20:17 is on the Israelite who looks at his neighbor’s house and 

covets everything in and around it.  Paul tells us in the New Testament that covetousness is a 

form of idolatry (Colossians 3:5); it is the worship of stuff.  This brings us full circle to the first 

command uttered in Exodus 20:3, “You shall no other gods before Me.” 

 Coveting does not fulfill God’s will for Israelites to love one another. 

 

Wrap Up 

 Deuteronomy 26:16-19 is the conclusion of the speech Moses began in Deuteronomy 1:1.  

It is a reminder to the people that they have committed to being God’s people.  It is also a 

reminder that God has proclaimed them to be His “special people.”  If they will keep His statutes 

and obey His voice, God is promising to set them high above all other nations.  Deuteronomy 28 

is then the famous chapter of blessings and cursing; blessing if they obey and a curse from God if 

they do not. 


