
Metaphors on Preaching
Wayne Jackson preached a sermon in the '80s titled, "Why Preachers Quit 
Preaching." One of the reasons he gave for why men quit is that they enter 
the work believing they will be the "Star of the Show." Wayne elaborated on 
this by having the audience imagine a young man watching an older man 
enter the pulpit with a three piece suit and a gold chain draped from pocket 
to pocket across his vest holding a pocket watch, and the young man 
thinking to himself, "Wow, this must be the star of the show." So, he enters 
the work with this image in mind, but when reality mugs him, he realize he is 

not the "star of the show" and quits preaching. This metaphor is not well matched for the work of 
proclaiming the gospel.

In his letter to Timothy, the Apostle Paul provides three useful metaphors for preaching. Timothy 
was a young evangelist in Ephesus, a difficult place to work. There is some evidence that 
Timothy may have been intimidated by the enemies of the cross due to Paul's imprisonment. 
The thrust of the Second letter Paul writes to his "true child in the faith" is to exhort him to 
remain faithful. Second Timothy 4:5 summarizes the contents of 
the entire letter. Paul writes, "As for you always be sober-minded, 
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry."

In chapter two, Paul provides three appropriate metaphors on 
preaching. The first metaphor is of a good soldier: "Share in 
suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier gets 
entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one 
who enlisted him" (2:3, 4)

The second metaphor is of an athlete: "An athlete is not crowned 
unless he competes according to the rules" (2:5). That's all he 
says, but that's enough. The notion of him being the "star of the 
show" is not what is highlighted in this figure. An athlete may very 
well become the star of the show, but that's is not what Paul 
emphasizes here.

The third metaphor is of the farmer: "It is the hard-working farmer 
who ought to have the first share of the crop" (2:6).

In all three images, endurance is emphasized. The preacher 
must endure as a soldier, and not get entangled in "civilian 
pursuits." The athlete must endure to the end. The farmer must 
continue working hard if he is going to reap a harvest.

Do those of you who preach agree, based on your own 
experience, that the "star of the show" metaphor is not a very 
useful one. It is not even accurate. It is damaging. It is, in fact, 
why some leave preaching.


