
The Proverbs of Solomon
Chapter 10

LESSON
Chapter Ten begins with a title: “The proverbs of Solomon.” It marks a stark
contrast with the previous nine chapters. From here on, with the exception of a
few proverbs clustered together on a common theme, the remainder of the book
consists of short pithy statements.

I. 10:1 the wise and foolish son contrasted:
A. See 15:20; 17:21; 23:24, 25; 23:15

1. These texts intend to impress on the child the fact that what
they choose to do can bring joy or sorrow to their parents.

B. This second group of texts expound on the fifth commandment to
honor one’s parents. “To honor parents is not only the duty of
children; it is also the mark of the wise child” (DSBS, p. 149).
1. Listen to them: 13:1; 15:5; 23:22; 30:17 (Deut 21:18-21)
2. Don’t speak ill of them: 20:20; 30:11
3. Pull your own weight; 10:5
4. Watch the company you keep: 28:7; 29:3

II. 10:2, 4-5, 15 riches and treasures
A. “While Israel’s sages were sure that wealth was a fruit of wisdom,

they were equally sure that not all wealth was wisdom’s fruit” (ibid.)
1. See 13:11; 27:23-27

B. How a man gains his wealth is also considered
1. 20:17; 21:6; 28:20, 22
2. Compare 20:21 with Luke 15:11-32

III. 10:3, 7, 7, 11, 16, 28-32 the righteous and the wicked are contrasted
A. In vv 28-32 the righteous are contrasted with:

1. the wicked, v 28, 30, 32
2. the evildoer, v 29
3. the perverse tongue, v 31

IV. 10:8, 13, 14 the wise and foolish are contrasted
V. 10:17 This proverb and others like it center around four themes found in

chaps 1-9:
A. A listening ear: 1:8; 15:31,32; 18:15; 19:20; 20:12
B. The value of wisdom: 16:16; 23:23; 24:3, 13, 14
C. The two ways: one leads to life, the other to death: 4:10-19; 10:15;

13:14; 15:24; 19:16; 21:16
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D. The fear of the Lord: 1:7; 10:27 14:2, 26, 27; 15:33; 16:20; 28:14;
29:25

VI. 10:18-21, 31, 32 the tongue (compare with James 3:1-12):
A. lying lips: 12:22, 19; 26:28
B. The flatterer: 26:23; 29:5
C. The Whisperer: 10:18; 11:12, 13; 16:28; 17:4; 18:8; 20:19; 26:22
D. The wise man is known by his words. He:

1. …is one of few words: 10:19; 13:3; 21:23
2. …thinks before he speaks: 12:18; 29:20
3. …listens before he speaks: 18:13

VII. 10:22-25, various contrasts
VIII. 10:26, the sluggard: also see 6:6-11; 12:24; 13:4; 15:19; 16:26; 18:9; 19:15,

24; 22:13; 24:30-34; 26:13-16
IX. 10:27, the fear of the Lord; also see: 14:2, 26, 27; 15:33; 16:20; 19:23;

23:17, 18; 28:14; 29:25

FURTHER STUDY
Find a good commentary on Proverbs and read through the comments given by
its author on chapter 10 searching for additional insight to these gems.
Recommended commentaries:
• Derek Kidner writes the commentary on Proverbs for the Tyndale Old

Testamment Commentary series. It can be picked up or ordered for around
$8.95.

• Stan Mitchell has just published a commentary titled, The Wise Get Wiser,
and the Foolish more Foolish. I have ordered 10 copies and plan to order
more to be used in class. It is divided into 13 chapters for the benefit of those
on a quarterly system, but it is a verse-by-verse commentary.


