
The Proverbs of Solomon
Chapter 11

I. 11:1, 26 Just Weights
A. See also 20:10, 23 (And Lev. 19:36; Deut 25:13-16; Ezek.

45:10-12; Amos 8:5; Micah 6:11)
1. “Commercial malpractice is abhorrent to God” (DSB,

p. 204).
2. Scrupulous honesty in commercial and business

transactions is essential.
B. Old sayings:

1. “Honesty in little things is not a little thing.”
2. “Honesty is exact to the penny.”
3. Jesus said, “He who is faithful in little will be faithful

in much.”
II. 11:2 “Pride vs Humility

A. See also 16:18; 18:12; 20:23; 30:13
1. Notice has already been served to those with lofty eyes

(6:16, 17; 8:13).
2. Pride: the disease that makes everyone sick but the

one who has it.
a) “The proud man thinks he is a cut above other

people.”
b) Pride and contempt go hand in hand
c) See Lk 18:9-14

B. The Sin of Pride: see 15:33; 16:5; 21:4; 22:4
1. The Hebrew word for “pride” is the same one

rendered “majesty” in Exo 15:7; Isa 2:6-22; Micah 5:4
and others.

2. “Between human pride and divine majesty there is a
conflict of interest” (DSB).

C. The commendation of humility:
1. Humility is a mark of wisdom (11:2).
2. The humble man is wise on four accounts:

a) He is teachable
b) He avoids needless conflicts and strife.
c) He does not get trapped in a snare of his own

pretensions—he has no inflated bubble to burst
and need fear no fall (11:2).

d) He walks the safe and sane path to solid and
enduring honor and advancement. Since it
rests upon recognition of his genuine worth
and not his pretension (29:23).

III. 11:3-11 the righteous and the wicked are contrasted
IV. 11:14 The need to plan and to consult

A. See 15:22; 20:18; 21:5, 22; 24:5, 6



1. This saying reflects the close connection between
wisdom and statecraft.

2. On power and strength see:
a) Ps 33:10, 11
b) Eccl 9:11
c) Jere 9:23

B. To neglect either leads to disaster
V. 11:15 Underwriting Debt:

A. See 6:1-5; 17:18; 22:26, 27
1. All of these texts warn against assuming legal

responsibility for another person’s debt.
2. The man who does so is described as being without

sense and having ensnared himself.
3. The reason being, you will smart for it and it

presumes upon the future.
B. Is Solomon’s advice simply against rash and ill-considered

pledges or all sorts?
VI. 11:16-17, 20, 22, 27 A Good Name

A. See 12:8; 13:15; 18:3; 21:21; 22:1; 27:21
1. A good name is equivalent to having a good

reputation.
a) The most notorious example, perhaps, was the

community that sought to build the tower of
Babel (Gen 11:4).

b) On the other hand there was Abraham (Gen
12:2).

B. “The notion of a good reputation lies hidden behind the
words ‘favor’ and ‘honor.’”

C. The NT ties together the approval of God and the approval of
man:
1. Consider:

a) Lk 2:52
b) Acts 2:47
c) Romans 14:18
d) 2 Cor 8:21
e) 1 Tim 3:2, 7

2. There is something wrong with our Christianity if no
one from the outside has a good word to say about us
(p. 167, DSB).

VII. 11:23, 27 Desires:  Right and Wrong
VIII. 11:24, 25 Greed vs liberality

A. See 23:6-8; 27:20; 28:25
1. Two traits stand out:

a) Insatiable desires
b) Scrooge-like meanness.

2. 27:20 echoes sentiments expressed in Eccl:
a) Eccl 2:1-11



b)  4:8; 5:10
B. “Sheol” is the grave and “Abaddon” means destruction, both

are entities that are never satisfied (28:25
1. See also

a) Exo 20:17
b) Jas 4:1, 2
c) 1 Tim 6:6

IX. 11:26-31 The righteous and wicked are contrasted


