
The Proverbs of Solomon
Chapter 13

LESSON
Due to the nature of a proverb, many of them can be listed in “short-
hand.” For example, chapter 13:1 could be abbreviated “Wise son vs
scoffer”; vs 2, 5 “good vs violence”; vs 3, “guards his mouth vs opens wide
his lips,” etc. This may very well be a good way to get to the heart of the
matter in each of the proverbs that appear in this chapter (with the
exception of a few), and ever other proverb that appears in Chapter 10ff.

I. 13:1, 10 Wise son vs scoffer; the insolent vs those who take advice
A. See 14:6; 15:12; 19:25, 29; 21:11, 24; 22:10; 24:9; 26:12; 29:8
B. See the appeal made to scoffers in 1:20-33
C. A scoffer is one of the worst kind of fools; “he pulsates with

pride and arrogance” (Aitken).
D. He takes special pleasure in debunking the religious faith

and the moral values he has rejected.
1. See Psalm 1:1; 123:4; Isa 28:14; 29:20; Hosea 7:5).
2. His arrogance and unteachability are matched only by

his adeptness at stirring up argument and strife. He
thrives on quarrels and leaves a trail of destruction
behind him.

II. 13:2, 5 Good vs violence
III. 13:3 Guards the mouth vs opens wide his lips (see 10:18-21)
IV. 13:4 Soul of the sluggard vs soul of the diligent (See 10:26)
V. 13:6, 9, 21, 22, 25 Righteousness vs sin: This is by far the largest

number of sayings on any topic in Proverbs.
VI. 13:7 Pretenders
VII. 13:8 The value of a man’s life (See 10:2)
VIII. 13:11, 22 The ways in which wealth is gained (See 10:2).
IX. 13:12, 17 Hope deferred vs desires fulfilled

A. The texts listed below address the subject of joy and sorrow.
(Aitken argues that the contrasts drawn are not between the
joy and sorrow we all face at certain times, but between
dispositions toward life.)

B. 14:10, 13 15:13, 17, 30; 17:22; 18:14; 25:13, 20, 25
C. 15:13 and 17:22 identify the connection between happiness

and health.
X. 13:13, 14 The teachings of the wise (see 10:17).
XI. 13:16, 19 The fool



A. The fool quickly shows the stuff of which he is made.
Everything he says and does trumpets his folly, and he seizes
every opportunity to show it—quite the reverse of the
prudent man who knows there is a time to speak and act, and
another to stand still and be silent (13:6; 12:23)

B. The fool is known by:
1. his words: 15:2; 17:27, 28; 26:7, 9
2. his behavior: 10:23; 12:16; 13:19; 14:16; 15;21; 20:3;

29:11.
C. While there are various kinds of fools, all fools have two

things in common (Aitken, p. 100)
1. an unwillingness to learn whether through:

a) formal instruction (17:16)
b) discipline (17:10)
c) a word of advice (12:15)
d) his own experience (26:11)

2. a lack of self-control
a) with words (15:2)
b) in reactions (12:16)
c) in deed (14:16)

XII. 13:18 (see 10:4)
XIII. 13:20 How to act in the presence of a fool

A. See 14:7; 17:12; 23:9; 26:1, 4-6, 8, 10; 27:3; 29:9
B. Advice:

1. Keep quiet.
2. Watch how you answer him (26:4, 5): “It is a test of

wisdom and sound judgment to know which course,
silence or reprimand, will do the least damage in the
circumstances” (p. 104).

3. Don’t argue with him (29:9), he will not listen to
reason nor be persuaded by argument.

4. Don’t trust him to do anything for you (26:6, 10).
XIV. 13:21 Disaster vs being rewarded with good
XV. 13:23 A Farmer’s maxim
XVI. 13:24 Parental Discipline

A. See 19:18; 20:30; 22:6, 15; 23:13, 14; 29:15, 19
B. The key to training is discipline—instructing and punishing;

rod and reproof.
C. Parental discipline has more to do with the listening ear than

an upturned backside (Aitken, p. 145).
XVII. 13:25 Appetite of the righteous vs appetite of the wicked


