
The Proverbs of Solomon
The Purpose of Proverbs

Proverbs 1:1-7

LESSON
Virtue is the habit of right desire. Consequently, the virtuous man or woman is
the one who desires only what is right and nothing else. Jesus was the only
perfectly virtuous person who ever lived.

There are many virtues, or right desires. The finest minds that Western
civilization has offered us have categorized these virtues—at least some of them.

Moral virtue, for example, has four distinct aspects, known as the cardinal
virtues. Cardinal simply refers to those virtues on which all the other virtues
hinge. There are four cardinal virtues. They are prudence, justice, courage and
self-control (temperance).  There are five intellectual virtues. In the sphere of
knowing there are science, understanding and wisdom. In the sphere of making
and acting there are skill and prudence. And there are three theological virtues.
They are faith, hope and love.

Some writers of Scripture make you wait until the end of the book to tell you what
their purpose is (i.e., John 20:30, 31). But the writer of Proverbs tells us up front
what his purpose is (Proverbs 1:1-7). And in this purpose statement, he lists a
number of virtues.

STUDY QUESTIONS
• For what purpose is the book of Proverbs written?
• What virtues are listed in the first seven verses of Proverbs?
• Can you define each virtue listed?

FURTHER STUDY
The Scriptures are replete in their praise of wisdom.  What follows is a sample:

• Proverbs 4:7
• Job 28:12-28
• James 1:5-8
• James 3:13-18

APPLICATION
Happiness has been defined as “… a life well lived, a whole life that is morally
good because it is the product of virtue (or the habit of right desire) accompanied
by the blessings of good fortune.” The virtues listed in the first seven verses of
Proverbs are indispensable to man’s pursuit of happiness. In fact, upon these all
other good desires hinge.


