
The Proverbs of Solomon
Transition

LESSON
“The unifying plot of Proverbs 1–9 is a prolonged conflict between two women,
Wisdom and Folly. Within that battle we find a number of individual skirmishes
that reach out to include a varied cast of characters, chiefly a father figure and his
son, which in the context of ancient wisdom teaching are metaphoric for teacher
and pupil. We also find conflicts at the level of theme, chiefly between good and
evil and wisdom and folly. The presence of so much conflict naturally makes
moral choices the unifying action in these chapters. Faced with competing values
and lifestyles, the ‘son’ (and by extension the reader) is repeatedly urged to
choose one and reject the other” (Leland Ryken, Words of Delight, p. 317-318).

The Unifying topic of the work is wisdom:
• The origin of wisdom
• The benefits or rewards of wisdom
• The tragic results of rejecting wisdom for folly
• The necessity to choose wisdom
• The characteristics and acts of wisdom (ibid., p. 317, 318)

The first step is the proverb cluster—a series of individual proverbs on a common
theme:

• The industrious ant, 6:6-8
• The adulterous woman, 7:6-23
• Wisdom’s preparation for a feast, 9:1-6
• The drunkard, 23:29-35
• The king, 25:2-7
• The fool, 26:1-12
• The sluggard, 26:13-16
• Good farming, 26:23-27
• Various social pests, 26:17-28
• An evil society, 30:11-14 (ibid., p. 317)

The second step would be to cull all of the proverbs of the same subjects or ideas,
i.e.:

• The simple person, 14:15, 18; 22:3; 27:12
• Parental Disciple, 13:24; 19:18; 20:30; 22:6, 15; 23:13, 14; 20:15; 29:17

FURTHER STUDY
What other “clusters” are you aware of or can you find in the book of Proverbs?
And what other subjects are repeatedly mentioned?


