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The Abomination of Witchcraft 
By:  Jim Lloyd 

 

A Modern Day Problem 

 Many today still spend their hard-earned money on palm-readers, fortune tellers, and 

tarot card readers.  The psychic hotlines make millions of dollars every year.  Why?  Because 

people want to know the future.  People want to avoid calamity and pursue good fortune.  While 

God promises to guide any who will seek His counsel, many still seek guidance from other 

sources, even the position of the stars and their latest horoscope prediction as their compass for 

life. 

 Under the Law of Moses this was an “abomination” (NKJV).  Some translations say, 

“detestable act.”  In Deuteronomy 18:9-14 God cautions the children of Israel not to adopt the 

practices of those who currently possess the land of Canaan.  The abominable acts include: 

 Making one’s son or daughter pass through the fire (human sacrifice to a false god) 

 Practice witchcraft 

 Soothsaying 

 Interpreting omens 

 Practice sorcery 

 Conjure spells 

 A medium, or spiritist, or one who calls up on the dead 
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The Heart of the Matter 

 In 1 Samuel 28 King Saul is terrified of the Philistine army.  His counselor Samuel is 

now dead and so he inquiries of the Lord, but he doesn’t wait on the Lord.  Instead he goes to see 

a witch, a medium at En Dor.  He asks her, “Please conduct a séance for me,” as he wants to 

speak to the dead prophet Samuel.  To the shocking surprise of the medium Samuel actually 

shows up.  Samuel delivers the dreadful message, “the Lord has departed from you and has 

become your enemy.” 

 Three chapters later we read of Saul’s death as he falls on his own sword to avoid the 

capture and abuse of the Philistines.  2 Samuel provides a more detailed account of the bloody 

death of Saul, but if you want God’s perspective on it all you have to go to 1 Chronicles 10:13-

14: 

“So Saul died for his unfaithfulness which he had committed against the Lord, because he 

did not keep the word of the Lord, also because he consulted a medium for guidance.  But 

he did not inquire of the Lord; therefore He killed him, and turned the kingdom over to 

David the son of Jesse.” 

 It was not the Amalekite of 2 Samuel 1:10 who took Saul’s life.  From God’s perspective 

it was He Who executed Saul for breaking the Law for consulting a medium.  Leviticus 19:31 

says, 

“Give no regard to mediums and familiar spirits; do not seek after them, to be defiled by 

them:  I am the Lord your God.” 

 The real problem here is that of a disregard for God and His counsel by turning to another 

for guidance.  1 Samuel 28:6 says that Saul DID inquire of the Lord, but 1 Chronicles 10:14 

says, “He did NOT.”  There is no contradiction here.  I’m convinced that Saul wanted an answer 

from heaven immediately, but God did not communicate with Saul in this way.  God 

communicated through the prophets, or by dreams and visions.  His failure to wait for God and 

his haste to seek out the medium was quick enough to lead God to conclude that Saul had not 

really consulted Him at all. 

 Why was there a death penalty associated with being a medium (Leviticus 20:27)?  The 

answer lies in the fact that these people claimed to have the power of god themselves.  They 

stood before the people of God proclaiming the ability to provide information that God said He 

wanted to provide.  I do not claim to know whether or not there were evil powers at work in 

these people or if they were mere tricksters.  But this I know, those who practiced such were an 

abomination before God.  To consult a medium was the equivalent of turning your back on God 

to seek counsel elsewhere. 

 The children of Israel were to heed only one voice (Exodus 19:5).  I do not think God has 

changed His mind on the matter.  Christians today have no business seeking counsel from any 

other source than God’s final Prophet, Jesus (Luke 9:35, John 14:6, Hebrews 1:1-2).   


