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The Kingdom of God 

Tracing the Sovereignty of God Through Human History 

by Clint Brown 

 

ny relationship between 
the Creator and the 
creature can never be 

between two equal parties. By 
virtue of creative fiat God alone 
possesses all authority and power. 
He is rightly recognized as 
sovereign over the universe. By 
virtue of His unfathomable love, 
however, He desires a personal, 
everlasting relationship with His 
creatures. In His limitless wisdom 
He has purposed, prepared, and 
provided the means whereby that 
relationship can be a reality. 
Thus, the Bible often refers to 
God’s loving reign over His 
recognized subjects as a kingdom.1 
This terminology serves the 
purpose of correctly describing 
the roles of the Creator as King 
and all creatures under His rule 
as subjects. In the kingdom of 
God, the King graciously 
provides peace and prosperity to 
all His subjects who freely bow to 
His rightful rule. Perpetually 
sustained by the power of God, 
this loving relationship endures 
to ceaseless centuries and shall 
never end. 

                                                           
1
 The reign of a sovereign is at the 

heart of any concept of a kingdom. 
Kingdom terminology stems from 
the fact that the sovereign is 
referred to as a king and wields his 
authority as lord and lawgiver, and 
by means of his laws may exercise 
the offices of judge, jury, and 
executioner.  

Unfortunately, not all of 
creation freely bows to the 
rightful reign and rule of God. 
Desiring a citizenry of willful 
obedience God allows such 
rebellion in the world and suffers 
His creatures to depart His 
compassionate care. Yet, God’s 
love for the wayward creature is 
not so easily extinguished. 
Biblical history records the 
unfolding of God’s plan to restore 
such delinquency to a state of 
redemption—and back under 
His rule in His kingdom. 
Through the course of Old 
Testament history and because of 
human rebellion the state of His 
kingdom ebbs and flows through 
time, but God’s primary vision of 
an eternal kingdom and 
everlasting fellowship with His 
citizens remains unchanged. New 
Testament revelation portrays 
the establishment of this eternal 
kingdom through the redemption 
of God’s felonious subjects by 
means of a victorious King who 
rescues them from foreign 
domination and once again 
places them under the reign of 
God.  There they await a final 
consummation at the end of time 
when all other rival kingdoms are 
destroyed and the realm of 
heaven welcomes the now 
immortal subjects into a timeless 
and incorruptible kingdom. Such 
is the historical unfolding of the 
kingdom of God as revealed on 
the pages of Scripture.  

From an eternal perspective 
this kingdom existed in the mind 
of God before time began. Paul 
reminds us that through the halls 
of history God was accomplishing 
“His eternal purpose which He 
purposed in Christ” (Eph. 3:11). 
He told Titus that hope of 
eternal life was promised “before 
time began” (Titus 1:2). Peter 
explains that the work of Jesus 
was “foreordained before the 
foundation of the world” (1 Pet. 
1:20). These and other 
Scriptures attest to the reality 
that God had always intended to 
establish His reign among men, 
that He foresaw man’s rebellion, 
and already determined the 
process by which He would 
reunite His sinful subjects under 
His rule. And this plan He 
worked to fruition in the victory 
of His Son and the establishment 
of His kingdom.  

A biblical survey of the various 
stages of God’s kingdom through 
history bears the follows points: 
1. The Kingdom in Purpose 

(Gen. 1-11) 
2. The Kingdom in Promise  

(Gen. 12-Ex. 19) 
3. The Kingdom in Prototype  

(Ex. 19-2 Sam. 7) 
4. The Kingdom in Prophecy  

(2 Sam. 7-Mal.4) 
5. The Kingdom in Preparation  

(Mt. 1-Acts 2) 
6. The Kingdom in Practice  

(Acts 2-Rev. 20) 
7. The Kingdom in Perfection  

(Rev. 21-22) 
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The Kingdom in Purpose 

In order to trace the historical 
unfolding of the kingdom of God 
we should stress that it was God’s 
purpose from the beginning that 
all creation be subject to His will. 
Every element of the created 
order was structured with this 
purpose. The first chapter of the 
Bible outlines the immediate and 
willful obedience of the whole 
creation to the word of God. “Let 
there be light; and there was light,” 
“let there be an expanse… and it 
was so,” is the march of the 
language throughout the creation 
week (Gen. 1:3, 6-7, 9, 11, et. 
al.). All creation freely submits to 
the rule of God which the 
Psalmist couches in kingdom 
terminology2: “Bless the Lord, all 
you His hosts, you ministers of His 
who do His pleasure. Bless the Lord 
all His works in all places of His 
dominion” (Ps. 103:21-22). It 
cannot be biblically denied that, 
in a sense, the whole earth is the 
kingdom of God for “the Lord 
Most High is awesome; He is a 
great King over all the earth” (Ps. 
47:2).  

However, the apex of the 
creation, and the purpose for 
which all else was made, is man. 
Man is the only earthly creature 
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  Whenever kingdom terminology is 

found in Scripture, the concept of a 
kingdom is present in the text. 
Words such as throne, rule, 
sovereign, reign, king, scepter, 
dominion, and domain all express 
facets of a kingdom. Sometimes 
these words are found in reference 
to Gentile kingdoms and sometimes 
to God’s kingdom, but regardless 
the terminology should be 
understood to apply to the concept 
of a kingdom. 
 

capable of freely entering a 
relationship of reciprocal love 
with God. Because of this, God’s 
ultimate purpose in the created 
order was to provide an 
environment for the existence of 
mankind in the kingdom of God. 
Problems ensued, however, from 
the misuse of human freedom 
which allowed sin and death to 
mar the perfect relationship 
between God and man created in 
the garden of Eden. The first 
eleven chapters of Genesis paint 
the bleak picture of human 
rebellion on every level; the 
remaining pages of Holy 
Scripture record the history of 
God’s plan to remedy the 
problem and once again enjoy 
the desired relationship with man 
in His kingdom.  

As the world’s population 
increased following the flood, 
mankind began organizing 
himself by his own devices into 
earthly kingdoms. Nimrod holds 
the distinction of being the first 
king of human history. He is 
referred to in Genesis 10:8-10 as 
“a mighty warrior before the 
Lord…” This warlord began to 
emerge as he conquered new 
territories and established 
political domain that recognized 
him as sovereign. The text goes 
on to state “and the beginning of 
his kingdom was Babel… in the 
land of Shinar.” Some irony may 
be witnessed when the next 
chapter portrays the debacle at 
Babel as a unified rebellion 
against God. When the people 
united in an effort contrary to 
the will of the Creator the 
ensuing punishment and 
scattering of the kingdom served 
as a reminder that, even among 
earthly kingdoms, God’s 
sovereignty must be recognized 

as supreme. From this moment 
forward biblical history records 
the perpetual struggle between 
the rule of God from heaven and 
the selfish pursuits of the 
kingdoms of men on earth—a 
struggle that, to this day, rages 
on. Even John’s language in the 
Book of Revelation hearkens 
back to “Babylon” (aka, Babel) as 
the epitome of earthly rebellion 
against God’s will on earth (Rev. 
17:5). The table of nations listed 
in Genesis 10 reflects the fact 
that mankind is divided among 
the many kingdoms of the earth, 
but everlasting hope and 
prosperity by this means have 
always been elusive. God has 
ordained earthly governments as 
such but they are only authorized 
to work within specific God-
given boundaries (cf. Rom. 13:1-
8) and will be held accountable 
for any delinquency (Ps. 2:1-5). 
God’s supreme authority over the 
kingdoms of the earth is a 
paramount biblical doctrine—
our loving submission to His rule 
is God’s principal desire and the 
purpose for which we were 
created. 

 
The Kingdom in Promise 

If God is going to restore His 
reign among men, He will have 
to first call those men out of the 
rebellious kingdoms of the world. 
Genesis 12 develops God’s plan 
to separate from these earthly 
nations a nation for Himself. The 
call of Abram begins an historical 
trek that will eventually, through 
great struggle and suffering, 
result in the rule and reign of 
God among men once again. The 
call is found in these words: “Get 
out of your country, from your 
family and from your father’s 
house, to a land that I will show 
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you. I will make you a great 
nation… and in you all the families 
of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 
12:1-2). With Abram, God 
called a man from the nations in 
order to create a nation through 
which all nations could be 
blessed. As early as this call, one 
hears implications that God’s 
plan includes men of all nations 
to once again enjoy the blessing 
of His everlasting kingdom.  

Interestingly, Abram (whose 
name was changed to Abraham) 
never received the final 
fulfillment of the promises given 
to him (Acts 7:5). He wandered 
as a nomad in the very land God 
promised to give his descendants, 
but owned only a small section 
that he was forced to purchase 
with his own money (Gen. 23:17-
20). His sons, Isaac and Jacob 
similarly received these promises 
(Gen. 26:1-4; 28:13-14) but also 
failed to see their fulfillment. 
Concerning these early fathers, 
the Bible says, “these all died in 
faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar 
off embraced them and confessed 
that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth” (Heb. 
11:13). Because these men were 
willing to leave the kingdoms of 
the world in obedience to the 
divine command, Scripture says, 
“God is not ashamed to be called 
their God,” and “He has prepared 
a city for them” (Heb. 11:16). 
They will eventually enter the 
fulfillment of these promises at 
the proper time as declared by 
our Lord (cf. Mt. 8:11), but they 
never enjoyed them while on 
earth. The initial fulfillment of 
these promises waited for 300 
years to the coming of the Old 
Covenant deliverer and lawgiver, 
Moses. 

 
The Kingdom in Prototype 

After a lengthy period of 
servitude in the land of Egypt the 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob (whose name was 
changed to Israel) were called 
out of that carnal kingdom to 
enjoy the fulfillment of the 
earlier promises. With the 
establishment of the nation of 
Israel at Sinai, God established 
His own kingdom among those of 
the earth. At the giving of the 
divine law through Moses, God 
created “a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation” (Ex. 19:6). 
According to the covenant, 
Israel would have no earthly 
king, but would look only to God 
Himself as their sovereign 
Monarch and He in turn would 
bless the kingdom with peace, 
purpose and prosperity. They 
would be a special possession 
above all others on the earth. 
God’s kingdom of Israel would be 
a privileged nation as long as 
they maintained their allegiance 
to their God and the covenant 
they had entered.  

This is clearly a crucial stage in 
the development of God’s plan to 
establish an eternal kingdom. 
While He worked with fleshly 
Israel, He developed a clearer 
picture of the nature of His 
ultimate kingdom restored. The 
pictures painted by the 
tabernacle in the wilderness 
foreshadows many features of the 
eternal realm and the only means 
whereby sinful man might 
approach his holy God in work 
and worship. His holiness and 
absolute authority is to be 
revered above all else. The entire 
flavor of the Book of 
Deuteronomy seeks to indelibly 
impress this truth on the minds 

of Israel. “Indeed heaven and the 
highest heavens belong to the Lord 
your God, also the earth and all 
that is in it. The Lord delighted only 
in your fathers, to love them; and 
He chose their descendants after 
them, you above all people, as it is 
this day. Therefore circumcise the 
foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-
necked no longer. For the Lord your 
God is God of gods and Lord of 
lords, the great God mighty and 
awesome… Therefore you shall 
love the Lord your God, and keep 
His charge, His statutes, His 
judgments, and His commandments 
always” (Deut. 10:14-11:1). So 
long as God’s sovereign rule and 
law is obeyed, the kingdom of 
God on earth will prosper (Deut. 
11:13-25). 

 
istory bears out that 
eventually the citizens 

of Israel succumbed to the 
temptations to be like the other 
kingdoms around them and 
pleaded for an earthly king (1 
Sam. 8). This marks yet a new 
era of God’s kingdom of Israel. 
Under Saul, God’s kingdom 
operated under the sovereignty 
of a mere man for the first time. 
With Saul’s failure, God 
handpicked David—a man after 
His own heart (1 Sam. 13:14) to 
rule over Israel and model the 
proper role of an earthly king 
over God’s people. Through 
David’s faith and trust in God, 
he conquered Israel’s enemies 
and ushered in unprecedented 
victories for God’s kingdom. God 
exalted David in the sight of all 
the people as they perceived that 
“the Lord preserved David 
wherever he went” (1  Sam. 8:6, 
14). And conversely, the good 
king hastened always to exalt the 
Lord before the people and 
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ensure the focus of Israel’s glory 
was fixed on Yahweh.  

David further set the standard 
of faithfulness in his kingdom as 
he reiterated the principal truth 
that God must be recognized as 
the true Sovereign, not just of 
Israel, but of all in heaven and 
earth. “Yours, O Lord, is the 
greatness, the power and the 
glory… for all that is in heaven and 
in earth is Yours; Yours is the 
kingdom, O Lord, and You are 
exalted as head over all” (1 Chron. 
29:11). The faithful of David’s 
day clearly understood the basic 
concept of Israel representing 
God’s kingdom—that while 
God’s rule in Israel was a special 
manifestation of His love it 
didn’t exhaust the extent of His 
authority. Certainly those who 
freely submit to His reign over 
Israel have a unique relationship 
to the King of kings3 but this 
cannot imply that the borders of 
God’s rule didn’t extend beyond 
these earthly borders. 
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 Psalm 89 shows that many in Israel 

properly understood the 
ramifications of God’s use of the 
Davidic kingdom. Truly, Yahweh 
alone was the only God worthy of 
worship—not only in Israel, but in 
all heaven and earth (vv. 5-18). They 
recognized in David God's 
authorized representative on earth 
and bowed to him as their earthly 
sovereign, but recognized God in 
heaven as the true King “over all” 
(vv. 20-21a). It was through God 
that David had vanquished Israel’s 
enemies and provided peace and 
protection for his special people (vv. 
21b-22). When these principles 
were understood and practiced 
Israel was the quintessential 
kingdom of heaven on earth. 
 

The Kingdom in Prophecy 

Though God singled out the 
nation of Israel from among all 
the peoples of the earth, His 
divine purpose was to eventually 
include people from every nation 
under heaven as potential 
subjects of His kingdom. With 
this plan in mind God began, in 
the days of David, to make 
promises and predictions of a 
future kingdom that would be 
free from the confines of earthly 
boundaries and political 
parameters. Using the already 
deeply ingrained kingdom 
concept in Israel, God promised 
David that He would give him a 
son who would establish a 
perpetual rule over God’s 
kingdom. An everlasting 
kingdom would come from the 
offspring of David and be ruled 
by his son. “When your days are 
fulfilled and you rest with your 
fathers, I will set up your seed after 
you who will come from your body, 
and I will establish his kingdom. He 
shall build a house for My name, 
and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever… your house and 
your kingdom shall be established 
forever before you. Your throne 
shall be established forever” (2  
Sam. 7:12-13). As mentioned, 
David’s “throne” was one of 
victory and triumph in Israel. His 
son Solomon, whose name means 
“peace,” extended the earthly 
borders of Israel far beyond his 
father’s and ushered in a period 
of peace and prosperity that has 
since been unsurpassed by any 
kingdom on earth. The 
prosperity of God’s kingdom of 
Israel tended to shape carnal 
desires in the Jewish nation in 
the centuries that followed. 
However, God’s design is to show 
that what we see in Solomon’s 

prosperity on earth is but a 
microcosm of the spiritual 
prosperity enjoyed in the 
Messianic kingdom of the future 
Son of David. 

Understandably, many saw in 
Solomon the fulfillment of the 
prediction of an everlasting rule 
from David’s throne. But as 
history shows, even Solomon’s 
reign came to an end under the 
weight of sin and servitude (1 
Kings 11). Following his death 
the kingdom was cleaved in two 
by civil strife and disobedience to 
the heavenly King. The people 
had forgotten the ultimate 
authority of their God in heaven 
and had lost sight of their 
primary purpose “to be a 
kingdom of priests” to Almighty 
God. 

evertheless, the kingdom 
prophecies persisted as 

God sent His messengers 
throughout the land proclaiming 
a coming son of David who 
intended to rebuild the ruins and 
establish his father’s rule. Amos 
spoke of future restoration with 
these words from God: “‘I will 
raise up the tabernacle of David 
which has fallen down and repair 
its damages; I will raise up its ruins 
and rebuild it as in the days of old, 
that they may possess the remnant 
of Edom, and all the Gentiles who 
are called by My name,’ says the 
Lord who does this thing” (Amos 
9:11-12). The restoration of the 
kingdom to a glory “as in the days 
of old” hearkened back to David 
and Solomon’s prosperous reigns 
and captured the minds of 
believing Israel. The prediction 
of Gentile inclusion was, 
unfortunately, much more readily 
overlooked, but pointed to a 
change in the nature of this 
kingdom nonetheless. God was 
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bent on fulfilling His ultimate 
purpose in saving a people for 
His own possession that 
superseded earthly political 
boundaries and reached past 
fleshly Israel. The kingdom of 
prophecy, therefore, was to be of 
a different nature than the 
kingdom in prototype.  

 

History Rolls On 
ucceeding history in Israel 
appears to be anything but 

the restoration of David's 
glorious throne in Jerusalem. The 
divided kingdom continued to 
drift further from God’s law as 
other gods were adopted when 
deemed necessary by each 
succeeding generation. 
Intermittent periods of reform 
were enjoyed—but were always 
short-lived and confined to the 
Southern kingdom centered in 
Jerusalem. Still, no ultimate 
restoration of David's throne was 
forthcoming. But the patriotic 
zeal of Israel could not be easily 
extinguished and the hope of 
national restoration persisted.  

The strength of this zeal is no 
more apparent than when God's 
precious possession was allowed 
to be carried away from their 
homeland by Gentile forces and 
scattered among the various 
kingdoms of men. The northern 
division of Israel was conquered 
by the Assyrian kings and by 722 
B.C. they were scattered among 
the various nations of the world. 
The southern kingdom of Judah 
followed suit and suffered defeat 
at the hands of the kingdom of 
Babylon in 586 B.C. Still, Israel’s 
prophets in captivity strongly 
promised a return to the 
promised land in time for the 
coming of that great king who 
would yet sit on the throne of 

David and God’s people were 
quick to latch on to this hope as 
strongly as ever. Undoubtedly, 
their minds were once again 
filled with the splendor and 
status of Israel's kingdom enjoyed 
in the days of David and 
Solomon.  

ut the struggle that raged 
in the heart of every 

Jewish captive cannot be 
overstated. The faithful of Israel 
were able to see in David’s 
kingdom the basic concept of the 
kingdom of God but the 
historical landscape appeared to 
defeat God’s promises of a 
perpetual reign of David’s 
descendants. Even the prophet 
Jeremiah announced the end of 
David’s throne in Jerusalem 
because of the Babylonian 
captivity. Concerning King 
Jehoiachin (aka, Coniah), the 
last of the line of David prior to 
Jerusalem’s defeat, the prophet 
stated strongly, “Write this man 
down as childless… for none of his 
descendants shall prosper, sitting on 
the throne of David, and ruling 
anymore in Judah” (Jer. 22:30). 
Coniah’s uncle Zedekiah served 
only as puppet king under 
Nebuchadnezzar until the final 
downfall of the kingdom a few 
years later. Truly David’s line 
had ceased ruling in Jerusalem. 
But how can David’s line be 
abolished and God’s covenant 
promises to David still be 
faithful? The tension felt among 
Israel during the captivity is 
clearly expressed in Psalm 89. 
After reaffirming their 
confidence in the faithfulness of 
God (vv. 1-2), especially with 
reference to the promises of the 
Davidic kingdom (vv. 3-4, 20-
24), the psalmist (evidently a Jew 
in the captivity) appears to speak 

out in confused anguish, “But 
You have cast off and abhorred, 
You have been furious with your 
anointed; You have renounced the 
covenant of Your servant, You have 
profaned his crown by casting it to 
the ground!” (vv. 38-39). Clearly, 
the captivity was a source of 
great grief for Israel, not only for 
their own livelihood, but because 
of what appeared to be the defeat 
of God’s plan in establishing an 
everlasting kingdom under the 
throne of David. But grief and 
confusion failed to quench 
Israel’s longing for the Messianic 
king who would deliver them 
from the rule of foreign kings. So 
they waited and listened intently 
at the voices of the prophets who 
yet spoke of the Son of David 
and the kingdom that was to 
come. 
 

Daniel’s Prophetic Kingdom  
f all prophets Daniel 
stands alone in his 

adaptation of kingdom 
terminology. A prophet in the 
captivity of Israel, Daniel worked 
in the government of the 
Babylonian kingdom under 
Nebuchadnezzar—and then later 
under the Medo-Persian kings. In 
his prophecies concerning the 
restoration of Israel he couches 
the plan of God in terms of an 
everlasting kingdom. Special 
revelation was given to Daniel 
concerning the future kingdom 
of God on earth and its unique 
privilege among all others as a 
kingdom that shall never be 
destroyed. Speaking of the time 
of the future Roman kings, 
Daniel prophesies, “…in the days 
of these kings (Roman kings) the 
God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom which shall never be 
destroyed… it shall break in pieces 
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and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand forever” (Dan. 
2:44). The time of the 
establishment; the nature of the 
kingdom; and the everlasting 
duration of this kingdom are all 
mentioned. It shall fill the earth. 
It shall consume these other 
(manmade) kingdoms.  

Elsewhere Daniel describes a 
kingdom that God Himself will 
set up and the Son of Man will 
rule from a heavenly throne. “I 
was watching in the night visions, 
and behold, One like the Son of 
Man coming with the clouds of 
heaven! He came to the Ancient of 
Days, and they brought Him near 
before Him. Then to Him was 
given dominion and glory and a 
kingdom, that all peoples, nations, 
and languages should serve Him. 
His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion which shall not pass 
away, and His kingdom the one 
which shall not be destroyed” (Dan. 
7:13-14). Daniel foresees a 
heavenly King ascending “with 
the clouds of heaven” to the 
throne of His kingdom. The 
obvious import of this vision is 
that there will be a crucial 
change in the nature of the 
prophetic kingdom to come. No 
more is God focused on 
Jerusalem as the physical 
location of David’s throne. 
Instead, the spiritual realm will 
serve to better allow the influx of 
Gentile peoples into a spiritual 
kingdom avoiding the liabilities 
obtained by locating the seat of 
the throne in temporal Jerusalem 
among worldly-minded, 
nationalistic Jews. 

 

End of Old Testament Prophecy 
s the voice of Old 
Testament prophecy grew 

silent, still bereft of the 

anticipated restoration, the 
minds of Israel were filled with 
the hope and anticipation of the 
coming Davidic king who would 
break for them the shackles of 
foreign domination and restore 
the kingdom of Israel to the glory 
days of David and Solomon. 
Thus, Israel entered 400 years of 
prophetic silence, but their 
conversations were far from 
silent with regard to the coming 
king of prophecy. The more the 
centuries passed, the greater the 
zeal burned in the heart of the 
Jews for the day that God would 
fulfill His promise to restore the 
kingdom of Israel to the days of 
political and military victory.  
 
The Kingdom in Preparation 

There is no question that in 
the mind of the devout Jew in 
the first century were 
expectations of the Davidic 
kingdom restored. All their lives 
they had heard the rabbi 
teaching the verbal traditions 
and the sacred Scriptures read to 
the end that God would one day 
raise up the Messiah, the son of 
David, to sit on his throne in the 
kingdom restored. When 
announcing the time had come 
for the King to be born the 
angelic messenger used 
terminology that calls to mind 
the language of God’s promise to 
David in 2 Samuel 7:12-13, “And 
behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bring forth a Son, and 
shall call His name Jesus. He will 
be great, and will be called the Son 
of the Highest; and the Lord God 
will give Him the throne of His 
father David. And He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of His kingdom there will be no 
end.” (Lk. 1:31-33). 
Unfortunately, distortion 

prevailed in popular 
interpretations of such language. 
Expectant Jews often envisioned 
their nation being delivered from 
the Gentile bondage they labored 
under (now at the hands of the 
Roman Empire) and their new 
King regaining territorial 
domination to reclaim the land 
first promised to their fathers 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

The language even of those 
who prophesied by the Holy 
Spirit can sound as if to 
underscore this traditional belief. 
Zacharias, the father of John the 
baptizer, prophesied concerning 
this coming King, “Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel, for He has 
visited and redeemed His people, 
and has raised up a horn of 
salvation for us in the house of His 
servant David… that we should be 
saved from our enemies and from 
the hand of all who hate us” (Lk. 
1:67-72). As David had through 
his military prowess defeated 
enemy nations and expanded the 
borders of his kingdom, so this 
new Messiah will also defeat 
their enemies until eventually 
Israel again enjoys ultimate 
peace, prosperity, and world 
dominion. But this can be 
understood from a spiritual 
perspective as well as a carnal 
one. Thus was the misconception 
among fleshly Israel at the news 
of the birth of this great King. 
Their belief in a physical rule 
from the city of Jerusalem can be 
seen no more clearly than when 
they witness Jesus feeding 5,000 
people in the wilderness with just 
a few loaves and fishes. “When 
Jesus perceived they were about to 
come and by force make Him a 
king, He departed” (Jn. 6:15). A 
great lesson was learned on that 
occasion by those with carnal 
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hopes. They are instructed 
against setting their sights on an 
earthly reign and physical bread, 
and instead yearn for that to 
which the miracle pointed—the 
bread of everlasting life which if 
a man eats he will never again 
hunger (Jn. 6:26-27, 35). 

 

Matthew’s Gospel 
atthew’s gospel was 
written primarily to show 

that the promised Messianic 
King has appeared to prepare His 
kingdom. More to the point, 
however, the book shows an 
urgent need for the King to 
prepare the people for His 
kingdom. The reader of the New 
Testament can picture what 
must have run through the 
minds of those devout Jews who 
first heard John’s (and later 
Jesus’) preaching of “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 
(Mt. 3:2; 4:17). In order to 
refashion carnal expectations of 
the kingdom into spiritually 
centered concepts Jesus delivers 
what is popularly referred to as 
the Sermon on the Mount. In 
Matthew’s account this serves as 
somewhat of a Constitution of 
the Messianic kingdom. In it 
Jesus portrays many of the new 
and essential characteristics of 
His kingdom that would surely 
escape the carnally minded Jew. 
Among other things, the Lord 
explains that an attitude of 
humility, lowliness, and 
meekness prepares one for the 
kingdom of heaven (5:3ff.). In 
contrast to the prevailing 
sentiment among patriotic Jews, 
Jesus portrays true citizens of the 
kingdom as those persecuted by 
nationalistic Jews—rather than 
such carnal folks actually 
composing it (5:10-12)! The 

least of the citizens in the true 
kingdom must practice a 
righteousness that exceeds that 
of the prominent scribes and 
Pharisees (5:20). The kingdom of 
God is something that must be 
sought with all one’s heart, not a 
mindless collection of people 
who just happen to be born into 
a particular nation (6:33). 
Finally, it requires more than 
vocal assertions of submission to 
be counted worthy of the 
kingdom. The King demands 
genuine obedience (7:21)—
building one’s life on the sayings 
of the King (7:24-27). 

In one of the great chapters on 
the true nature of the kingdom, 
Jesus pictures the kingdom of 
heaven in the form of seven 
parables (Mt. 13). Among the 
lessons learned, the kingdom of 
heaven is based on an honest 
reception of the King’s words 
(13:18-23). There will be 
imposters and false citizens until 
the end of time (13:36-43), but 
from small beginnings the 
kingdom will experience a 
growth and influence in the 
world that will be a wonder to all 
who contemplate the force 
behind it (13:31-33). Indeed the 
value of the kingdom must 
surpass all earthly riches in the 
hearts of the citizens, and they 
must sacrifice all to attain it or 
they will by no means enter it 
(13:44-50). None of the pictures 
painted by the Lord have 
implications of nationality as 
prerequisite to the kingdom. 
None speak of physical 
boundaries or political realms. 
The Messianic kingdom focuses 
hard on integrity, righteousness, 
and devotion to the King and 
His laws. The principles Jesus 
delineated cut across popular 

sentiment concerning the 
kingdom of God. The Old 
Testament scholar of the first 
century fixated on the 
restoration of David’s earthly 
dominion and a return to the 
days of Solomon’s worldly peace. 
But the Messiah explains that 
once one is correctly instructed 
concerning the nature of His 
kingdom he will truly be able to 
bring new and refreshing 
messages from the pages of Old 
Testament Scripture (13:52). Far 
from skewing the kingdom 
concept typified in David and 
Solomon’s nation, the true 
disciple of Christ will accept and 
appreciate the eternal principles 
gleaned from divine history. 

 
espite persistent 
misconceptions, the 
plan of God 

continued toward the purposed 
sacrificial death of the Messiah—
a feature that further confused 
even those closest to the Lord. 
Peter’s apparent revulsion at the 
suggestion that Jesus must die a 
criminal’s death is voiced in the 
words, “Far be it from You, Lord; 
this shall not happen to you!” (Mt. 
16:22). Peter, and those of 
similar sentiment, could not 
envision any scenario where their 
grand King would be defeated by 
death. Jesus clearly rebuked this 
carnal outlook by bringing their 
faulty views to the surface, “Get 
behind Me, Satan. You are an 
offense to Me, for you are not 
mindful of the things of God, but 
the things of men” (v. 23). Their 
carnal desires, inspired by the 
devil himself, had blinded them 
to the truth that God’s purpose 
in the new kingdom would be 
one of an other-worldly nature—
a spiritual kingdom that even 
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death and Hades were powerless 
to overcome. Jesus was confident 
that despite His disciples’ 
misconceptions they would 
eventually come to accept and 
preach such a spiritual kingdom. 
“I will build My church, and the 
gates of death and Hades shall not 
prevail against it. And I will give to 
you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven...” (vv. 18-19).  

Perhaps the Lord’s confidence 
was not so strong toward the 
general population. Of interest is 
the magnanimous reception Jesus 
received as He entered the city 
of Jerusalem during His final 
week on earth. In Jesus’ 
triumphal entry and the events 
that followed Matthew paints the 
limitless irrationality of the 
people with the deepest strokes. 
The literary thread that runs 
through these chapters shows 
that unfulfilled carnal 
expectations of the Davidic King 
was the impetus that led to their 
swift and sure rejection of the 
Messiah. Their expectation of 
Jesus assuming the throne in 
Jerusalem can be seen in their 
words of celebration upon His 
entrance into the city: “Hosanna 
to the Son of David” (Mt. 21:9). 
Mark’s account shows their 
meaning more specifically when 
he records their words thus, 
“Blessed is the kingdom of our 
father David that comes in the 
name of the Lord” (Mk. 11:10). 
Undoubtedly, the multitudes had 
been hearing the steady reports 
of the mighty wonders Jesus had 
been performing, and by which 
He had been proving His claims 
to be the Messiah, the Son of 
David. Still, one wonders at the 
thoughts that must have been in 
the back of their minds even on 
this triumphal occasion when, in 

their anticipation, they looked to 
the horizon to see their King 
coming over the hill, not on a 
powerful, white war-horse of 
victory, but sitting peacefully on 
a humble, lowly donkey. Surely 
they must have been slightly 
embarrassed at the sight. 

These conjectures are based 
squarely on the following events 
of the week when the population 
began to see clearly that their 
celebrated King would not live 
up to their personal expectations. 
In the days that followed they 
witnessed the Lord’s thorough 
refutation of the false ideas of the 
various religious leaders and His 
assertions that “the kingdom of 
God will be taken from you and 
given to a nation bearing the fruits 
of it” (Mt. 21:43). These and 
many like statements that 
contradicted their hopes of a 
carnal reign lent to their outright 
repulsion at the thought of this 
Man refusing to promote the 
world dominion of David and his 
kingdom. So much so, that at the 
trial of their Messiah, they 
requested the release of a 
national extremist guilty of 
committing murder in a political 
rebellion instead of freeing this 
Man who had committed no 
crime. When their rage had 
gained terminal momentum their 
cries issued forth in their judicial 
sentence, “Crucify Him” (Mt. 
27:22-23). In a final self-
condemning statement, the Jews 
accepted the consequences of 
their actions with the words, “Let 
His blood be upon us and on our 
children” (Mt. 27:25). During the 
crucifixion, the Jews continued 
their taunting sarcasm saying, 
“He is the King of Israel, let Him 
now come down from the cross, and 
we will believe Him” (Mt. 27:42). 

Prudence suggests they still 
would refuse to believe even 
then. First, because He had 
already performed copious signs 
in proof of His Messianic 
identity; and second, because 
they had already made it 
abundantly clear that no matter 
what evidence Jesus put forth, 
they were unwilling to bow at the 
feet of any king who refused to 
back their carnal cravings for a 
worldly kingdom. 

 

Did the Disciples Understand? 
ach gospel contains Jesus’ 
teaching concerning the 

nature of the kingdom He had 
come to build. By means of 
parables, miraculous signs, 
examples, and direct statements 
Jesus conditioned His hearers’ 
minds to pass from thoughts of 
an earthly reign on David’s 
physical throne in Jerusalem to a 
spiritual kingdom headquartered 
in heaven. David’s throne was to 
be understood as the Messiah’s 
reign from heaven issuing forth 
from that realm and filling all 
lesser realms beneath (see Eph. 
1:19-20; 4:8-10; Phil. 2:9-11). 
Entrance into this kingdom 
requires childlike trust and 
obedience (Mt. 18:3) that 
eventuates in the new birth of 
water and the Spirit (Jn. 3:5). 
When interrogated concerning 
the prospect of His kingdom, 
Jesus told Pilate explicitly, “My 
kingdom is not of this world” (Jn. 
18:36). In spite of the Lord’s 
efforts, many failed to grasp the 
essential nature of the Messianic 
kingdom and continued to be 
stumped at much of Jesus’ 
teaching in this regard. But to 
read the Scriptures carefully is to 
come to a realization that Jesus 
came to fulfill the Father’s 
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ultimate purpose and establish a 
kingdom inclusive of all the 
redeemed from every nation yet 
exclusive of any whose pride and 
prejudice clung to Jewish 
nationalism. 

One wonders about the 
question Jesus received from his 
small band of followers following 
His death, burial, and 
resurrection, “Lord, will you at 
this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” (Acts 1:6). Was the 
question still an intimation of 
their carnal misunderstanding of 
the spiritual nature of God’s 
imminent kingdom? Or had they 
better learned its true nature 
through the trauma of the death 
of their King, His triumph over 
the grave, and His forty days of 
indoctrination concerning the 
prophetic kingdom (Lk. 24:25-
27, 44-49; Acts 1:1-3)? 
Whatever the meaning of their 
question within ten days the 
establishment of the prophetic 
kingdom occurred and ushered 
in a new phase in the history of 
the kingdom of God! 

 
The Kingdom in Practice 

Forty days after our Lord’s 
death, burial, and resurrection, 
He ascended into heaven and sat 
down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. Ten days later, 
the Holy Spirit returned to earth 
to finish the work of establishing 
the kingdom Jesus had prepared 
during His time here. The 
establishment of the church of 
Christ in Acts 2 is the answer to 
the prophetic kingdom foretold 
by the Old Testament prophets. 

When Jesus ascended to the 
right hand of the Father, He was 
enthroned in heaven and sent 
the Holy Spirit back to earth 
with the task of establishing the 

prophetic kingdom through 
empowering and inspiring the 
apostles and prophets of the first 
century. Surrounded by the 
supernatural activities of the 
Holy Spirit, Peter stood to 
explain to the wondering crowd 
the truth behind the phenomena 
they were witnessing. “Men and 
brethren, let me speak freely to you 
of the patriarch David… he being a 
prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that of 
the fruit of his body, according to 
the flesh he would raise up the 
Christ to sit on his throne, he, 
foreseeing this, spoke concerning the 
resurrection of the Christ… 
Therefore being exalted to the right 
hand of God, and having received 
from the Father the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, He poured out this 
which you now see and hear” (Acts 
2:29-33). Because Jesus Christ 
had been raised from the dead in 
order to sit on David’s throne, 
Peter explains, He has now been 
exalted to the right of God. 
Consequently, He has poured 
out these miraculous signs as a 
testimony of the new phase of 
God’s fellowship with men on 
earth—the prophetic kingdom 
has now been established (v. 33)! 
According to Peter, God has now 
fulfilled His promises to David 
(cf. 2 Sam. 7:12-13; Ps. 16:8-11) 
and the Son of David is ruling 
from His heavenly throne. The 
terms of entrance into this 
kingdom are genuine repentance 
and baptism in the name of the 
King for the forgiveness of sins 
(Acts 2:38). Those who respond 
to the King’s command in this 
regard will become citizens of the 
Messianic kingdom and 

recipients of the same Holy 
Spirit.4 

Daniel’s revealed timetable 
including (1) the Roman kings 
possessing earthly authority 
(Dan. 2:44), (2) the ascended 
reigning Son of Man at the right 
hand of God (Dan. 7:13-14), and 
(3) the prediction of the new 
covenant under the Messiah 
(Dan. 9:27) all come into play in 
Acts chapter two. New 
Testament Scripture reveals the 
fulfillment of these prophecies 
with the ascension and 
coronation of Jesus Christ 
following His death, burial, and 
resurrection in the days of the 
Roman kings. The Scriptures 
show that the prophecies of 
Daniel concerning the kingdom 
of God are fulfilled in the 
establishment of the church of 
Christ.  

he early chapters of Acts 
portray these heavenly 

events and their implications on 
earth in the founding of the 
church and the eventual 
inclusion of Gentile peoples in 
God’s kingdom. The dispersion 
at Babel is reversed in the events 
of Pentecost. Just as the 
population was gathered in one 
place in rebellion against God at 
Babel, so devout Jews from every 
nation under heaven were 
gathered in one place in 
obedience to God at Jerusalem. 
The rebellion at Babel provoked 
God’s miraculous punishment of 
confused speech and the 
scattering of nations, but at 
                                                           
4
 The concept of a “seal” should also 

be viewed as “kingdom” 
terminology. The reception of the 
Holy Spirit as a seal of the King upon 
His citizens is taught in several 
passages of the New Testament (cf. 
Lk. 11:13; Eph. 1:13-14; 2 Cor. 1:22).  
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Pentecost the gathering of 
nations provided the stage for 
God’s miraculous gift of speech 
providing understanding among 
the various languages resulting in 
the salvation of 3,000 souls in 
one day.  

Also, just as Abram was called 
out of the nations of men to 
become a blessed nation of God, 
so now the Jews are called out of 
that nation (Israel) into the 
kingdom wherein all nations may 
find freedom and fellowship. The 
very concept of the “church” in 
the New Testament inherently 
includes the truth that all 
Christians are “called out” 
people.5  

Without question God’s 
kingdom could be spoken of as 
existing in practice from the Day 
of Pentecost forward. Paul told 
the Colossian Christians in the 
first century that they had been 
“delivered from the rule of darkness 
(Satan’s kingdom) and translated 
into the kingdom of God’s dear Son 
(God’s kingdom)” (Col. 1:13). 
The exiled apostle John wrote to 
those whom he considered 
companions “in the tribulation and 
kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ” (Rev. 1:9). Peter speaks 
of the church as “a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation” (1 Pet. 
2:9) recalling the exodus when 
God formed the nation of Israel 
as a prototype of His redeemed 
and called them “a kingdom of 
priests, a holy nation” (Ex. 19:6). 
Certainly the church of Christ is 
the fulfillment of the promised 

                                                           
5
 “Church” = Gk.  = “called 

out.” Peter reminds his readers 
that, as Christians (cf. 1 Pet. 4:16), 
they have been “called out” of 
darkness and into God’s marvelous 
light (1 Pet. 2:9). 

kingdom of Old Testament 
prophecy and the antitype of the 
Old Covenant nation of Israel 
(cf. Gal. 6:16). 

 

The Extent of the Kingdom 
hen one looks for the 
fulfillment of the 

prophetic kingdom, the church 
answers to all that is involved. 
But just as the Old Covenant 
nation of Israel didn’t exhaust 
the boundaries of God’s kingdom 
then, the church of Christ on 
earth as New Covenant Israel 
doesn’t exhaust the boundaries 
of God’s kingdom today. 
Certainly, all that is in the 
church is in the kingdom, and a 
sinner’s only hope of entering 
God’s kingdom is through 
entrance into the church, but if 
we define the kingdom with 
reference to simply the redeemed 
of earth we fail to exhaust the 
boundaries of the kingdom. 
Kingdom terminology in the New 
Testament, while often including 
all that is in the church, 
sometimes encompasses more 
than the church. An example 
can be found in Jesus’ words 
concerning children composing 
the kingdom of heaven (Mt. 
19:14). Also, as John was given 
access to visions of the throne 
room of God, he saw some kind 
of heavenly creatures in the 
court of the Almighty (Rev. 4:6-
11). These same creatures are 
described in Old Testament 
visions and are usually referred to 
as cherubim (Ezek. 10:9-22). 
They are also referenced in the 
tabernacle imagery of Moses (Ex. 
25:21-22; see also Isa. 6:1-3).6 If 

                                                           
6
 Isaiah refers the heavenly 

creatures in his vision as seraphim, 
while Ezekiel and Moses use the 

the Bible speaks of both children 
and cherubim in the kingdom, 
then the kingdom encompasses 
more than the church since no 
one should argue that either 
children or cherubim are in the 
church.7 

The Book of Hebrews gives 
further insight into the current 
structure of God’s kingdom. 
Contrasting the fleshly nature of 
the Old Covenant order the 
writer says to New Covenant 
saints, “you have not come to that 
which may be touched” (Heb. 
12:18). He then proceeds to 
explain the newly developed 
spiritual nature of God’s kingdom 
(“the heavenly Jerusalem,” v. 22). 
The entities that comprise this 
new order include “an 
innumerable company of angels” 
(v. 22), “the church of the firstborn 
ones who are enrolled in heaven,” 
and “the spirits of just men made 
perfect” (v. 23).8 Clearly the 
writer speaks of Christians 

                                                                
term cherubim. These may be 
identical, though not necessarily so. 
In any case, it is clear that there are 
heavenly creatures at God’s throne 
and thus part of God’s kingdom that 
are not part of the redeemed of 
earth, i.e., the church. 
7
 Children are not members of the 

church since the church is only 
composed of the redeemed of 
earth. Children are not sinners in 
need of redemption, but according 
to Jesus they help compose “the 
kingdom of heaven.” Angels are not 
“redeemed,” and thus not in the 
church, because Christ’s blood was 
shed for human redemption, not 
angelic redemption (cf. Heb. 2:14-
16). 
8
 The phrase “spirits of just men 

made perfect” refers to Old 
Testament saints who could not “be 
made perfect” apart from New 
Covenant saints (Heb. 11:40). 
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“receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken” (v. 28), but just as clearly 
this kingdom is composed of 
more elements than simply the 
church. According to the writer 
of Hebrews, Christ is now “at the 
right hand of the throne of God” 
(12:2), and all things of every 
realm that are under His rule 
comprise the kingdom. While 
His people have official 
citizenship in heaven (Phil. 
3:20), they must do their King’s 
will on earth until the death of 
their bodies or the return of their 
King. 

Jesus now possesses “all 
authority in heaven and on earth” 
(Mt. 28:18). All of every realm 
could rightly be said to be subject 
to the authority of Christ. But 
just as God allowed His creatures 
long ago to go their own way so 
He allows all free creatures, 
heavenly and earthly, to make 
their decision for obedience or 
for rebellion. Many angelic 
beings have indeed chosen 
rebellion and situated themselves 
under a difference prince. The 
New Testament refers to Satan 
as “the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that now works in the 
children of disobedience” (Eph. 
2:2-3). The “principalities and 
powers in the heavenly places” 
(Eph. 3:10; 6:12) that are in 
rebellion against the kingdom of 
God continue to lead souls astray 
and wield a powerful influence 
among men of the world (1 Jn. 
5:19). Still, this cannot negate 
the fact that Jesus is yet “the only 
Sovereign, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 
19:16), but for His own purpose 
He allows His creatures their 
freedom until He returns to 
destroy all rebellion and bring 

deliverance and vindication to 
His kingdom.  

 
The Kingdom in Perfection 

The future phase of the 
kingdom is depicted in several 
passages of the Bible. When Jesus 
returns at the end of time, He 
will provide deliverance and 
ultimate victory for His people. 
This is the hope of the Christian 
as we exert ourselves in this 
world toward spiritual growth 
and heavenly preparation. The 
apostle Peter promises the 
faithful an abundant entrance 
into “the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 
Pet. 1:11). Paul knew that his 
King had the power to preserve 
him “for His heavenly kingdom” (2 
Tim. 4:18). In its present state, 
the kingdom is susceptible to 
false-brethren who secretly 
operate among true Christians. 
In the end, however, these tares 
among the pure wheat will be 
meticulously rooted out “and the 
righteous will shine forth as the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father” 
(Mt. 13:36-43). Clearly the 
future perfected kingdom is 
under consideration in these 
passages and depicts a time when 
the true saints of all ages will be 
delivered from this world of sin 
and death to enjoy the eternal 
pleasures of the Creator forever.  

The translation of the present 
kingdom into the eternal realm 
can be gleaned to some extent 
from a consideration of several 
passages treating the subject. 
The eternal phase of the 
kingdom is to be distinguished 
from the present if for no other 
reason than that certain passages 
speak of it as future. When Jesus 
returns, Paul says, “then comes the 
end when He (Christ) delivers up 

the kingdom to God the Father 
when He has put an end to all rule 
and all authority and power” (1 
Cor. 15:24).9 In the present 
phase of the kingdom, Christ 
rules. At the end of time, Christ 
will deliver the rule back to the 
Father and then submit Himself 
to the Father’s rule in the eternal 
kingdom (v. 28). At the time of 
our King’s second coming our 
earthly bodies will be changed. 
This mortal body of “flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God” (1 Cor. 15:50) and thus 
entrance into the perfected 
kingdom demands a change in 
our physical constitution from 
corruptible to incorruptible. This 
change will come when Jesus 
returns to raise the dead in an 
incorruptible state and 
immediately transform the body 
of the living saint into a frame 
suitable for the eternal realm (1 
Cor. 15:51-54; Phil. 3:20-21; 1 
Jn. 3:1-3).  

he final chapters of 
God’s written revelation 

paint beautiful pictures of the 
perfected state of Christ’s church 
in the heavenly realms. None is 
more beautiful than the scene 
where the Edenic curse is 
reversed in the heavenly garden 
and the throne of God is placed 
majestically in the midst of the 
kingdom. Access to the tree of 
life has been regained through 
the Lamb and the servants of the 
heavenly King are depicted as 
now assisting in His rule and, 
John says, “they shall reign forever 

                                                           
9
 These are terms referring to the 

angelic authorities that are allowed 
to continue in rebellion against 
Christ today. They will be ultimately 
extinguished and the sole rule will 
be of God in the eternal realm. 
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and ever” (Rev. 22:3-5). At the 
commencement of the 
everlasting kingdom at the end of 
time it will be shouted from the 
heights of the spiritual realms 
that “the kingdoms of this world 
have become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of His Christ and He 
shall reign forever and ever” (Rev  
11:15). No better or more fitting 
conclusion to the 
accomplishment of God’s eternal 
purpose could be found. All that 
we lost in Adam has been 
regained in Christ. The loss of 
fellowship with our Creator in 
the original kingdom of creation 
has been restored in the eternal 
kingdom of the Messianic King—
the Son of David, the Son of 
Abraham.  

 
Conclusion 

God’s power is seen in the 
creation of all things in the 
beginning of time. His love is 
seen in the creation of mankind 
as those endowed with the 
freedom to love Him in return. 
His patience is seen in the 
development of a plan to restore 
fellowship with His wayward 
creatures. His grace is seen in the 
coming of the victorious King 
who through death decapitated 
the forces of evil and turned all 
carnal desires upside down. But 
the Bible explains that God’s 
multi-faceted wisdom is seen in 
the establishment and 
preservation of His church on 
earth (Eph. 3:10). This church 
allows sinful men entrance once 
again into the kingdom of God 
and a return to the safety and 
rule of the only true King, Jesus 
Christ. He is King of all kings, 
Lord of all lords. 

 

he vindication of His 
Cause at the destruction 

of all rival rulers will eternally 
proclaim the truth that nothing 
God has determined can be kept 
from Him! Especially is this true 
when His ultimate aim is eternal 
fellowship with His creatures in 
the kingdom of God. We await 
the commencement of the final 
phase of God’s kingdom in 
anticipation of the words of our 
blessed King, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant. Inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.” 

T 


