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Make Me A Sanctuary 
By:  Jim Lloyd 

 

God Living Among His People 

 In the book of Genesis God chooses Abraham and promises to make from His family a 

great nation.  In Exodus He redeems that nation and dwells among them.  It is the tabernacle that 

becomes the place where the people meet and see the Almighty.  The pillar of cloud by day and 

the pillar of fire by night must have been an amazing sight to behold as God’s presence was 

manifest.   

 Exodus 24 ends with God giving Moses the tablets of stone.  The glory of God rested 

upon Mount Sinai and Moses was on the mountain with God for forty days and forty nights.  

While on the mountain God asks Moses to make a “sanctuary” (NKJV) for Him. 
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“And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.  According to all that 

I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, 

just so you shall make it.” – Exodus 25:8-9 

 The important note here is that God did not plan to just drop off a list of 

commandments and then return to some place far away in the heavens.  Rather, God 

descended upon Mount Sinai and desired to “dwell” among His people. 

 Exodus 25-27 reveals God’s commands regarding the tabernacle.  Exodus 27:18 provides 

the dimensions.  A cubit is roughly 1.5 feet.  Some have said that a builder would use the 

distance from his elbow to the tip of his middle finger as the standard measurement of a cubit.  

Thus, the measurements of the outer court would be 150 x 75 feet.  The “Holy Place” would be 

45 x 15 feet.  The “Holy of Holies” would be 15 x 15 x 15 feet. 
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Within the tabernacle God commanded the following items: 

1. The altar (God saves sinners) 

2. The laver (God cleanses sinners) 

3. The showbread (God fellowships with sinners) 

4. The incense (God hears sinners) 

5. The lampstand (God gives light to sinners) 

6. The curtain (God is separate from sinners) 

7. The ark (God reigns over sinners) 

 

According to Leviticus 19:30, the Israelites were commanded to “reverence” the 

sanctuary.  The priests serving within the tabernacle were given a very specific code of conduct: 

1. A priest must wash his hands and feet before serving in the tabernacle (Exodus 30:19-

21). 

2. A priest could not uncover their head (Leviticus 10:6). 

3. A priest could not drink wine or any intoxicating drink while serving in the tabernacle 

(Leviticus 10:8-11). 

4. A priest could not enter the tabernacle indiscriminately (Leviticus 16:2). 

5. A priest could not serve or enter the tabernacle if he had a physical defect (Leviticus 

21:16-23). 

 

One preacher noted that it took God six days to create the universe and all that is in it, but 

He took forty days to tell Moses how to build the tabernacle.  Moses takes a single chapter to 

share the creation account, but many chapters to tell of the construction of the tabernacle 

(Exodus 36:8-39:43).  I do not say this to minimize the importance of the creation, rather only to 

show the importance of the tabernacle.   

God’s desire was to dwell among His people.  The problem is that the Israelites, like all 

people, are sinful.  This is indeed a problem for the infinitely holy God, yet the tabernacle is the 

solution.  God instructs curtains be made to separate His dwelling place from theirs.  He requires 

sacrifice and cleansing, and also places a thick veil as a separator and dividing barrier between 

Himself and the people.  In addition to this the tabernacle was sanctified and set apart as a holy 

place.  It was not like a public library or a community park where people could “hang out.”  It 

was a holy place for a Holy God.  This was by no means a permanent solution, but it did 

facilitate communion between God and His people. 

Jesus Christ would be God’s permanent solution to the problem of sin; He would take 

down the veil of separation (Matthew 27:51, Hebrews 6:19).  Christians no longer need priests to 

intercede (1 Peter 2:9).  Speaking about Jesus, John 1:14 tells us “the Word became flesh and 

dwelt (tabernacled) among us, and we beheld His glory…”  As God’s glory was on brilliant 

display at the tabernacle, it was also seen when Jesus came into the world. 


